
NOTICE OF THE NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT’S AMENDMENT OF 

20.10.2 NMAC ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS 

 

The New Mexico Legislature enacted the Hemp Manufacturing Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 76- 24-1 to -10 

(2020), that delegated rulemaking authority to the New Mexico Environment Department (“Department”) 

over the extraction, processing, transportation, and testing of post- harvest hemp and hemp-derived 

products. The Hemp Manufacturing Act became effective July 1, 2019. Therefore, the Secretary of the 

Department has invoked the emergency rulemaking procedures to amend 20.10.2 NMAC in accordance 

with NMSA 1978, § 14-4-5.6. This emergency rule will take effect August 1, 2025, and remain in place until 

a permanent rule takes effect under the normal rulemaking process. If no permanent rule is adopted 

within 180 days from the effective date of the emergency rule, the emergency rule shall expire. 

 

CONCISE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

 

This rulemaking is undertaken in response to current and emerging concerns with the production and use 

of synthesized cannabinoids in hemp finished products. On December 20, 2018, the United States enacted 

the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, Pub. L. 115-334 (2018) (“Farm Bill”), that legalized hemp and 

delegated regulatory authority over hemp to Indian Tribes and states. Hemp manufacturers use a 

loophole in the Farm Bill to synthesize legal hemp, turning it into other intoxicating cannabinoids,  

 

Manufacturers use toxic and harmful chemicals to create synthesized cannabinoids. The use of these 

chemicals poses a significant risk to the safety of both workers in the industry and inspectors and raises 

serious consumer health concerns. Synthesized cannabinoids often contain isomers, chemicals, and 

impurities that are unknown and unidentified and non-naturally occurring in the cannabis or hemp plant, 

which are potentially dangerous to health.   

 

The long or short-term health effects from consuming synthesized cannabinoids, including the unknown 

byproducts and isomers created through current manufacturing methods, is mostly unknown.  Reliable 

information related to long and short-term health effects of consuming or inhaling synthesized 

cannabinoids, including if they cause liver damage or cancer after repeated use, if they negatively interact 

with other medications, or if they cause birth defects or miscarriage if consumed while pregnant, is not 

currently available. 

 

All 50 states have had reports of adverse health effects as a result of consuming synthesized cannabinoids, 

which include one or more of the following: intoxication, agitation, hypertension and hypotension, cough, 

abnormal heart rate, paranoia, anxiety, memory loss, confusion, breathing difficulties, seizures, and 

death. Between Jan 1, 2021 and February 28, 2022 the national poison control centers received 2,362 

exposure cases of Delta-8 THC alone.  41% (968) involved pediatric patients under 18 years old, 82% of 

unintentional exposures affected pediatric patients, 70% of all exposures required health care evaluation 

and 8% resulted in hospitalization.  Of the cases requiring health care evaluation, 45% were pediatric 

patients. 

 



In addition, regulatory and safety groups, including the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the United States Pharmacopeia, have issued statements 

of concern or warnings concerning the consumption of Synthetics. 

 

The purpose of the Emergency Rule is to reduce safety and health risks to industry workers, inspectors, 

and consumers of hemp products. This emergency rule does not affect naturally derived hemp and hemp 

products currently manufactured and sold by manufacturers permitted and inspected by the 

Department’s Cannabis and Hemp Bureau.  

 

STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

 

NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the 

administration of its programs or activities, as required by applicable laws and regulations. NMED is 

responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination 

requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 

amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments 

of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, 

policies or procedures, you may contact: Kate Cardenas, Non-Discrimination Coordinator, New Mexico 

Environment Department, 1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050, P.O. Box 5469, Santa Fe, NM 87502, (505) 

827-2855 nd.coordinator@env.nm.gov. 

 

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you 

may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator identified above or visit our website at 

https://www.env.nm.gov/non-employee-discrimination-complaint-page/ to learn how and where to file 

a complaint of discrimination. 

  

 


