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WhatWhat’’s Old and Whats Old and What’’s Historic?s Historic?



Early Preservation PolicyEarly Preservation Policy

 Antiquities Act of 1906 Antiquities Act of 1906 ––
National Monuments and National Monuments and 
fine for fine for ““potpot--huntinghunting””

 1931 Charleston, SC 1931 Charleston, SC 
establishes first historic establishes first historic 
district (Santa Fe in 1957)district (Santa Fe in 1957)

 1935 1935 –– Historic Sites Act Historic Sites Act ––
HABS and HAER createdHABS and HAER created



Landmark Federal Preservation LawsLandmark Federal Preservation Laws

 National Historic Preservation Act (1966)National Historic Preservation Act (1966)
 Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)

(1966)(1966)
 National Environmental Policy Act (1969)National Environmental Policy Act (1969)



National Historic Preservation ActNational Historic Preservation Act
 Created National Register Created National Register 

of Historic Placesof Historic Places
 Created SHPOsCreated SHPOs
 Created Historic DistrictsCreated Historic Districts
 Established a review Established a review 

process for federal process for federal 
projects to minimize projects to minimize 
““adverse effectsadverse effects”” to to 
historic properties historic properties 
(Section 106)(Section 106)

 Federal Preservation Federal Preservation 
Programs (Section 110)Programs (Section 110)



Section 4(f), Department of Section 4(f), Department of 
Transportation ActTransportation Act

 Regulatory process for federally funded Regulatory process for federally funded 
transportation projects (highways)transportation projects (highways)

 Assesses Assesses ““usesuses”” of project, including direct and of project, including direct and 
indirect impacts on historic and environmental indirect impacts on historic and environmental 
resourcesresources

 DOT makes final determinationsDOT makes final determinations



National Environmental Policy Act National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA)(NEPA)

 Historic and cultural Historic and cultural 
resources considered part resources considered part 
of potential environmental of potential environmental 
impact of federal projectimpact of federal project

 Filing of Environmental Filing of Environmental 
Assessments and Impact Assessments and Impact 
Statement (EIS)Statement (EIS)

 Potentially broader impacts Potentially broader impacts 
than NHPAthan NHPA



New Mexico Cultural LawsNew Mexico Cultural Laws

 New Mexico Cultural Properties Act New Mexico Cultural Properties Act –– created the created the 
State Register of Cultural Properties, the Cultural State Register of Cultural Properties, the Cultural 
Properties Review Committee (CPRC), the Properties Review Committee (CPRC), the 
Historic Preservation Division (HPD) Historic Preservation Division (HPD) 

 Protects state registered properties from adverse Protects state registered properties from adverse 
effects effects 



Local Municipal OrdinancesLocal Municipal Ordinances

 Establish local criteria Establish local criteria 
and protections for and protections for 
historic propertieshistoric properties

 Create process for Create process for 
consideration of consideration of 
alterations to historic alterations to historic 
properties (Design properties (Design 
Review Boards)Review Boards)

 May include design May include design 
guidelines for guidelines for 
property ownersproperty owners



Historic Preservation Project Historic Preservation Project 
DocumentationDocumentation

 Prepare good site mapsPrepare good site maps
 Collect historic and current Collect historic and current 

photos of project areaphotos of project area
 Identify sources of funding Identify sources of funding 

and project budgetand project budget
 Accurately describe project Accurately describe project 

scope, timelines and scope, timelines and 
activitiesactivities

 Identify any potential Identify any potential 
historic properties that may historic properties that may 
be affectedbe affected



When in doubtWhen in doubt…………
Contact the state Contact the state 
Historic Preservation Historic Preservation 
Division Division 



Introducing Jan Biella, Acting State Introducing Jan Biella, Acting State 
Historic Preservation OfficerHistoric Preservation Officer


