Martin J. Chavez, three-term former mayor of Albuquerque, is
Executive Director of ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability
USA. Chavez is based in ICLEI USA's Washington D.C. Executive
Office.

ICLEI is an international membership association of local
governments dedicated to climate protection and sustainable
development. The organization was established in 1990 when
more than 200 local governments from 43 countries convened at
the World Congress of Local Governments for a Sustainable
Future, at the United Nations in New York. Established as the
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, the official name is now ICLEI-
Local Governments for Sustainability.

ICLEI USA was launched in 1995 and has grown from a handful of local governments
participating in a pilot project to a solid network of more than 600 cities, towns and
counties actively striving to achieve tangible reductions in greenhouse gas emissions
and create more sustainable communities. ICLEI USA is the domestic leader on climate
protection and adaptation, and sustainable development at the local government level.

In Albuquerque, Chavez was hailed as one of the nation’s “greenest” mayors, and he
brings to ICLEIl a deep understanding of and commitment to local environmental,
sustainability, and energy issues. Chavez previously served as a member of the ICLEI USA
Board of Directors and of the worldwide ICLEI Executive Committee. He also served as a
Trustee of the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM), chaired the Urban Water
Council, and was co-chair of USCM’s Climate Change Task Force.



