
Mosquero Teacher, Students  
Honored at State Infrastructure 

Conference 
  

Teacher Donna Hazen of Mosquero Public Schools was recently awarded the Best 
Practices Award for Tourism at the New Mexico State Infrastructure Finance 
Conference in Las Cruces in October. 
 
Hazen and her 7th and 8th grade students – through Microsoft Partners in Learning  - 
developed a project they called “Familias de Nuevo Mexico,” resulting  in a book and play 
on the history of the area.  Microsoft Partners in Learning is a 10-year, multi-million 
dollar global initiative aimed at improving teaching and learning. Since 2003, it has 
helped more than 8 million teachers, reaching more than 170 million students in 114 
countries. 
 

“Familias de Nuevo Mexico” led, in conjunction with several other projects, to the 
painting of the facades of businesses – featuring the business owners depicted in historic 
dress - along State Road 39, also known as La Frontera del Llano Scenic Byway. 
 

Stretching from Abbott to Logan, this byway covers 94 miles of wilderness. Most of the 
drive extends through Harding County, with a total population of 750, less than one 
person per square mile. 
 

In Mosquero, historic memories are stirred by views of Bell Mountain, the Goodnight-
Loving Cattle Trails, and today's working cattle ranches. Mosquero Canyon's Dinosaur 
Freeway paralleled a prehistoric inland sea. 
 

Mosquero has only a few businesses at which travelers can stop, and the murals and 
dressed up facades have attracted a lot of attention and lured travelers off the road to 
investigate.  
 

The New Mexico Tourism Department partnered with other state and federal agencies 
and private enterprise to sponsor the 15th annual New Mexico Infrastructure Finance 
Conference in Las Cruces, October 26-28, 2010. The theme of this year’s conference was 
“Infrastructure 2010: Building toward Sustainability.”  New Mexico Scenic Byways is a 
program of the New Mexico Tourism Department. 
 

For more information regarding Scenic Byways Program, contact Laurie Frantz, 
laurie.frantz@state.nm.us or 505-827-8428. 


