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Signs of the times on Main Streets

•Digital Design
•Sustainability
•Urbanization
•Diversity
•Global Tourism
•Arts and Culture



Arts and Cultural Districts

Post-Wal Mart 
Economy
Success of Arts and 
Cultural Districts in 
urban environments
State Initiatives –
Maryland and Iowa



Rise of the Cultural Class

Increased global exploitation of the internet and 
media-saturated information technology
Enhanced global competition to attract “cultural 
entrepreneurs”



The Creative Class – Who are they?

Super-Creative Core:
Computer tekkies, educators, 

mathematicians, librarians, 
architects, engineers, artists, 
designers, entertainers, 
sports, media, & life, 
physical and social sciences



The Creative Class – Who are they?

Creative 
Professionals:

Management, business and 
financial occupations, 
legal, healthcare 
practitioners and 
technical support, 

high-end sales and sales 
management



Other Occupations 

Working Class:
Construction and 

extraction jobs, 
installation, 
maintenance and 
repair, production, 
transportation and 
material moving jobs

Service Class:
Food preparation, food-

service, buildings and 
grounds, cleaning and 
maintenance, personal 
care, low-end sales, 
office and admin., 
community and social 
service jobs, protective 
service occupations



Richard Florida’s Creativity Index for 
American Cities

300 metro areas ranked for “Creativity” factors
Creativity Index=Technology, talent, tolerance, & 
wage equality
Albuquerque ranked 11th, Santa Fe ranked 65th,          

Las Cruces ranked 67th.



New Mexico’s Potential for Creative 
Economic Development

Long history of creative 
entrepreneurs
Excellent 
institutional/educational 
infrastructure
Unique cultural assets
Great natural 
environment for sports, 
recreation, fitness



New Mexico’s Arts and Cultural 
Districts Act (2007)

Up to 5 districts per year designated by NM Arts 
Commission upon recommendation of NM Main 
Street
Distinct geographical areas designated by 
municipalities – cities over 50,000 may self-
designate



Arts and Cultural Districts Incentives

Municipal Incentive includes Arts and Cultural districts 
projects (public and private) allowable under provisions 
of Local Economic Development Act (LEDA).  Existing 
LEDA GRT community initiatives protected, new arts 
and culture projects must be approved by referendum
Non-profit organizations included as eligible “entities”
in amended LEDA. 



The Local Economic Development 
Act (LEDA)

Passed by the Legislature to mitigate 
“anti-donation”
Allows municipalities to invest public 
funds in economic development 
projects
Municipality passes ordinance and 
develops a plan
Municipality has authority to 
“qualify” projects
Arts and Cultural Districts Act allows 
LEDA investments in “cultural 
facilities,” both private and public



Public funds for Cultural Facilities
Facilities may be owned by a 
county, city, or “qualifying 
entity” that serves the public 
through promoting the arts 
and culture of a particular 
locale, including theaters, 
museums, libraries, galleries, 
cultural compounds, 
educational organizations, 
performing arts venues, fine 
arts organizations, studios 
and media laboratories, and 
live-work housing



Arts and Cultural Districts 
Incentives

Private Incentive for 
development includes 
doubling of historic 
preservation state tax credit 
to $50,000 for rehab 
projects of registered 
historic buildings within an 
Arts and Cultural district 
(commercial and residential)



State Arts and Cultural Districts
Pilot communities 
designated in 2008 –
Silver City and Las 
Vegas
Four designated in 
2009 – Downtown 
Albuquerque, Taos, 
Raton and Los 
Alamos







Branding and Marketing



For More Information

Elmo Baca, Program 
Associate, NM MainStreet

(505)-577-2415, 
Elbaca1104@aol.com


