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RPO Structure
• RPOsconsist of two Committees:

Policy & Technical Committees
• Policy & Technical Committee members are

appointed by chief, elected officials of
loca1/county/triba I governments

• Policy Committee representatives make policy
decisions and serve as the voting member

• Technical Committee representatives usually
have transportation background and
technical expertise
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Long Range Transportation Process

• Long range plans consider:
•. Socioeconomic information
•. Land use
~ Economic development/growth strategies
~ A Public Involvement Program
• Consultation with Local Elected Officials
•. Local Transportation Issues
~ Inventory of Planned Projects
~ Regional transportation goals and objectives
II> Regional priorities

• Implementation plan
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Federal Transportation Programs
Scenic Byways Program

• New Mexico is active with 26 state-designated scenic byways .

• Eligible activities for funding and additional information,
including examples of funded projects, can be found at
~. Applicants will be asked to
categorize their project within eight areas:

• Byway Programs
• Corridor Management
• Safety Improvements
• Byway Facilities

• Access to Recreation
iii Resource Protection
• Interpretive Information
• Marketing
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Federal Transportation Funding
• Economic Stimulus Funding/American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act CARRA)--
Not a recurring source of federal funding
but Roadway and Enhancement projects
were compiled and acted upon by RPOs.

• Used approved roadway functional
classification.

• Current Surface Transportation Program
guidelines apply.
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The Selection and Referral Process

• For the Roadway, Bridge, Enhancement and Safety Programs,
applications are submitted directly to RPO Planners.

• For the Scenic & Historic Byways, applications are initially
submitted directly to the New Mexico Department of Tourism
(Santa Fe). Applications are later turned around to RPOs.

• For the Public Transportation Programs, applications are
submitted initially to NMDOT Transit & Rail Division. Copies of
applications are released to the RPOs.

• For the Safe Routes to School are submitted directly to the
SRTS State Coordinator in NMDOT. Phase I are submitted for
comment to the RPOs and Phase II infrastructure applications
will be submitted to RPOs for action.
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The Selection and Referral Process

• Once project applications are received by the RPOs, the
applications are distributed to its members.

• Once both Committees have met and
rated/ranked/prioritized projects, the prioritized list will be
included in a form prescribed by NMDOT called the
Regional Transportation Improvement Programs
Recommendations (RTIPR).

• The RTIPR is forwarded to District Engineers. District
Engineer provides his recommendations on the projects
submitted and forwards his recommendations to the State
level. The NMDOT will conduct their evaluation process
and will include their approvals into the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
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