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March 27, 2012


Addressed to Municipalities, Counties, Water & Sanitation Districts, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties


IMPORTANT:	Solicitation for projects for the FY2013 Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund Integrated Projects Priority List


Dear Interested Party,

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is soliciting applications for eligible projects under the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (CWSRF) for placement on the Fiscal Year 2013 CWSRF Integrated Projects Priority List (IPPL).  The CWSRF is a federal program administered by NMED that provides low-cost, subsidized loans to public entities for the planning, design, and construction of wastewater collection and treatment facilities, storm water drainage projects, and non-point source water pollution control.   

NMED’s Construction Programs Bureau (CPB) requests all applications be submitted by close of business April 27, 2012. Applications are encouraged from all Municipalities, Counties, Water and Sanitation Districts, Indian Tribes and interested parties.  CWSRF loans are offered at below market rates, currently ranging from 0% to 3% depending on census & economic criteria.  Partial loan subsidies in the form of grants may also be available.  An application to the CWSRF program does not obligate a community to proceed with the proposed project but a project must be on the IPPL to be eligible for CWSRF funding.

Applications for projects advancing the water quality objectives of the federal Clean Water Act will be evaluated, prioritized, and placed in ranking order on the IPPL.  Further information on the Water Quality Control Commission-approved CWSRF priority ranking system can be found at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/cpb/cwsrf.html.  

Communities are strongly encouraged to apply for financing of water quality protection projects such as watershed management and water reuse projects that address at least one of the following four federally-mandated “green” requirements:
· Green Infrastructure – Green stormwater infrastructure includes a wide array of practices at multiple scales that manage wet weather and that maintain and restore natural hydrology by infiltrating, evapotranspiring, harvesting and using stormwater.
· Water Efficiency Improvements – Water efficiency improvement is defined as the use of improved technologies and practices to deliver equal or better services with less water. Water efficiency encompasses conservation and reuse efforts, as well as water loss reduction and prevention, to protect water resources for the future. 
· Energy Efficiency Improvements – Energy efficiency is the use of improved technologies and practices to reduce the energy consumption of water quality projects, use energy in a more efficient way, and/or produce/utilize renewable energy.
· Environmentally Innovative Activities – Environmentally innovative projects include those that demonstrate new and/or innovative approaches to delivering services or managing water resources in a more sustainable way.

The US Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) full green requirements write-up, including examples, can be found at:  http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/cpb/cwsrf.html.

Congress’ intent in enacting the green requirements is to direct investment practices in the water sector to guide funding toward projects that utilize green or soft-path practices to complement and augment hard or gray infrastructure; adopt practices that reduce the environmental footprint of wastewater treatment, collection, and distribution; help utilities adapt to climate change; enhance water and energy conservation; adopt more sustainable solutions to wet weather flows; and promote innovative approaches to water management problems. Over time, these green projects could enable utilities to take savings derived from reducing water losses and energy consumption, and use them for public health and environmental enhancement projects. Additionally, the EPA expects that green projects will help the water sector improve the quality of water services without putting additional strain on the energy grid, and by reducing the volume of water lost every year.

The application process has 2 steps.  First step, please complete an online Project Interest Form (PIF) for each project at http://swim.nmenv.state.nm.us/APPLICATION_open.php.  For assistance in completing the Project Interest Form, please contact Kara Moeller at (505) 222-9572.  Second step, please completely fill out the enclosed Priority List Attachment Form (PLAF) and return it either by fax to Kara Moeller (505) 222-9510 or by mail to Kara Moeller, Construction Programs Bureau, 5500 San Antonio Dr NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109.  An electronic version of the Priority List Attachment Form can also be found near the bottom of the page at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/cpb/cwsrf.html in both Adobe Acrobat and Microsoft Excel format under the heading Downloadable CWSRF Forms and can be e-mailed to kara.moeller@state.nm.us.  For additional application forms and information please contact Ms. Moeller at (505) 222-9572 or visit our website at www.nmenv.state.nm.us/cpb/cpbtop.html.   

To be considered for funding, you must complete the online Project Interest Form (PIF) AND the Priority List Attachment Form for each project.  Both must be completed and received no later than April 27, 2012 at 5:00 P.M. Mountain Daylight Time.

The CWSRF Intended Use Plan and the proposed FY2013 Integrated Projects Priority List will be available for public review and comment on the website listed above from May 25, 2012 to June 15, 2012. 

Sincerely,

Jim Chiasson, P.E.
Chief, Construction Programs Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department

Enclosure – Priority List Attachment Form
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