STATE OF NEW MEXICO

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT BOARD

NO. EIB 05-13(R)

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED

AMENDMENTS TO DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS

20.7.10: 7, 100, 101, 102, 103, 200, 201, 300, 400, 500 AND 600

NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT’S
NOTICE OF INTENT TO PRESENT TECHNICAL TESTIMONY

The Drinking Water Bureau (Bureau) in the Environmental Health Division of the New Mexico Environment Department (Department) submits this Notice of Intent to Present Technical Testimony in support of the above-referenced petition at a public hearing on July 6, 2006.  

(a) The person for whom the witnesses will testify.
The Drinking Water Bureau, Environmental Health Division of the New Mexico Environment Department.
(b) The name and qualifications of each technical witness.
1. Darren Padilla. Mr. Padilla is a Hydrologist A with the Drinking Water Bureau.  He has seventeen years of experience with the Department during which time he has worked as a Geologist, Environmental Scientist, and Water Resource Specialist.  He started with the Department as an Environmental Trainee in 1989 and was then hired as a Water Resource Specialist where he reviewed groundwater discharge plans, inspected regulated water facilities and conducted enforcement activities to assure compliance with the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission regulations.  He developed and implemented New Mexico’s Source Water Assessment and Protection Program and implemented New Mexico’s Wellhead Protection Program.  He has represented New Mexico at regional EPA meetings and provided review and comments on proposed federal regulations that affect New Mexico.  He manages grants for Public Water System Supervision and Drinking Water Security and is the Bureau’s Contact for emergency response to public water systems throughout New Mexico.  He also works closely with the Department of Health with the Waterborne Disease Surveillance Project.

Mr. Padilla received a B.S. in Geology from New Mexico State University in 1988.

2.
Charles Thomas. Mr. Thomas is a Staff Manager with the Drinking Water Bureau and is currently the Acting Bureau Chief.  He has thirteen years of experience with the Department, eleven of which are with the Drinking Water Bureau.  Mr. Thomas started with the Department as a Water Resource Specialist where he reviewed groundwater discharge plans, inspected regulated water facilities and conducted enforcement activities to assure compliance with the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission regulations.  After two years, Mr. Thomas was hired by the Drinking Water Bureau as a Geologist and was responsible for the creation of the Vulnerability Assessment Program, which evaluates the sensitivity of public water system water sources to determine appropriate sampling frequency.  Following this, Mr. Thomas was promoted into the Engineering Assistance Program where he reviewed engineering plans and specifications, provided onsite technical assistance to public water systems to help them return to compliance with the regulations, evaluated water sources to determine if they were under the influence of surface water, and performed detailed onsite evaluations of surface water treatment plants.  In 1999, Mr. Thomas was promoted to Manager of the Engineering Assistance Program, and in 2000, he was appointed as Deputy Bureau Chief.  In his current position, Mr. Thomas oversees compliance with the New Mexico drinking water regulations for the Albuquerque Area office, which encompasses approximately 390 public water systems.  In addition, Mr. Thomas has resumed his role as Senior Engineer for the Bureau, a post he has held for the last three years.

Mr. Thomas received his Bachelors of Science degree in Mining Engineering from the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology in 1990 where he received an award as the top mining engineer graduate of that year.  
(c) Location(s) at which witnesses will testify.
The hearing will be held in Room 311 at the State Capital Building, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
(d) Summary of testimony.
Mr. Padilla will review the public involvement process the Department used before proposing the regulations the Board is considering.  He will offer testimony that provides an overview of the Department’s Drinking Water regulatory program and its relationship to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Mr. Padilla will explain the proposed changes to Section 7, Definitions; Sections 100 and 101 which incorporate updated versions of federal regulations; Section 500, Sampling Requirements; and Sections 103, 300 and 600 which contain editorial changes the Bureau proposes. The Department estimates that Mr. Padilla’s testimony will take approximately two hours.
Mr. Thomas will offer testimony that explains Section 102, the Department’s proposed change in the way it will use commonly available drinking water standards; Sections 200 and 201, Public Water System Projects; and Section 400, General Operating Requirements.  The Department estimates that Mr. Thomas’s testimony will take approximately one hour.
(e) Text of recommended modifications to the proposed regulatory change.
The Department will recommend three non-substantive changes to the proposed regulatory change.  The first is at 20.7.10.7.J NMAC which describes a sanitary survey as evaluating at least eight components.  In fact, there are nine items listed as components of a sanitary survey.  Therefore, “eight” should be changed to “nine.”  The second recommended change is at 20.7.10.500.A NMAC which contains a misspelling.  The reference to “40 CFE Subpart Q” [emphasis added] should be changed to “40 CFR Subpart Q.” The third recommended change is in 20.7.10.201.C(3) NMAC which contains a misspelling.  In the fourth line, “treatmenbt” should be “treatment.”
(f) List and description or attachment of exhibits.
EXHIBIT NUMBER

TITLE OF EXHIBIT
NMED Exhibit 1

Proposed Amendments to 20.7.10 NMAC

NMED Exhibit 2

Direct Testimony of Darren Padilla

NMED Exhibit 3

Direct Testimony of Charles Thomas

NMED Exhibit 4

Public Involvement 

NMED Exhibit 5

Table of Changes to Section 7, Definitions

NMED
 Exhibit 6 

Table of Revisions to 20.7.10.100 NMAC 

incorporating 40 CFR Part 141 through 
July 1, 2005
NMED Exhibit 7

Affidavits of Publication

(g) Reservation of Rights.

This Notice of Intent to Present Technical Testimony is based on the Department’s amended petition.  The Department reserves the right to call any person to testify and to present any exhibit in response to another notice of intent or public comment filed in this matter or to any testimony or exhibit offered at the public hearing.  The Department also reserves the right to call any person as a rebuttal witness and to present any exhibit in support thereof. 
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NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT





___________________________________________





Carol M. Parker, Special Assistant Attorney General





Tracy Hughes, Special Assistant Attorney General
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P.O. Box 26110





Santa Fe, NM  87502





(5050) 827-2855

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a copy of this Notice of Intent was sent by e-mail or first class mail on June _______, 2006 to the list of interested persons gathered by the Drinking Water Bureau.
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Darren Padilla, Drinking Water Bureau

