Important changes to total coliform bacteria monitoring take effect on April 1, 2016

This fact sheet intends to explain key requirements under the Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) for all community public

water systems (PWSs), all surface water PWSs, and noncommunity ground water PWSs serving more than 1,000 people.

Key Changes

What is the Revised Total Coliform Rule
(RTCR)?

U.S. EPA issued a rule that changes the
monitoring requirements for total coliform
bacteria and the way that public water
systems must respond when samples show
that total coliform bacteria (TC) are present.
NMED-DWB is required to adopt the new
requirements, which take effect on April 1,
2016. Additional information is available at:
www.env.nm.gov/dwb/RTCR.htm

Who will be affected by the changes?

e All public water systems will be affected.

e All public water systems may be affected
by “triggered” requirements (e.g., Level 1
and Level 2 Assessments).

24 Hour Deadline for Repeat Sampling

All public water systems must have repeat
total coliform samples collected within 24
hours of notification of the positive result.
Extensions of the 24 hour limit may be

granted due to extenuating circumstances on

a case-by-case basis. All extensions must be

thoroughly documented and pre-approved by

NMED-DWB.

All systems must update their Sampling Plan
by April 1, 2016. Templates are available at:
www.env.nm.gov/dwb/RTCR.htm

Beginning April 1, 2016, seasonal public
water systems are required to complete a
Start-Up Checklist and submit a Start-Up
Certification form every year. The start-up
procedure includes the submission of at
least one start-up special purpose sample.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for
Total Coliform will be eliminated.

New MCL for E. coli will trigger a more
intensive assessment (Level 2).

TC+ samples may trigger an assessment to
find and fix the cause of the positive sample.
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Highlights for Systems < 33,001 Population

o All systems will be on a routine monthly
monitoring schedule.

e Two or more TC+ samples in one month will
trigger a Level 1 Assessment to find the
cause of the TC+ and correct it. It is not an
MCL violation, but is considered a
Treatment Technique trigger.

e Level 1 Assessment triggers are:

e two or more TC+ samples during the
same month;

o Failing to monitor with all required
repeat samples following a TC+.

e A combination of a TC+ sample and a con-
firmed E. coli-positive sample in a month is
an E.coli MCL violation that requires a
Level 2 Assessment and public notification.

What happens if we have a TC+ sample?

Highlights for Systems >= 33,001 Population

e All systems will be on a routine monthly
monitoring schedule.

Level 1 Assessment triggers are:

e The number of TC+ samples exceeds
5.0% of the total monthly samples;

o Failing to monitor with all required
repeat samples following a TC+.

e A combination of a TC+ sample and a
confirmed E. coli-positive sample in a
month is an E.coli MCL violation that
requires a Level 2 Assessment and public
notification.

The basic response of taking repeat samples after a TC+ sample will be the same; however, there will

be important changes:

e Number - Three (instead of four) repeat samples must be taken for each TC+ routine sample for

all systems.

e Timing - Must be taken within 24 hours of notification, unless an extension is granted by

NMED-DWB.

e Locations - Similar as in the past, as identified in your Sample Siting Plan:

¢ One at the TC+ location and
¢ One within five taps upstream and

0 One within five taps downstream.

e Multiple Routine TC+ - Every routine TC+ sample must have a set of three repeat samples

collected.
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If all the repeat samples are TC-, do we just go back to normal routine monitoring?

e Yes.

What Is a Level 1 Assessment? Who has to do it?

1) Sampling location and procedures
e A Level 1 Assessment is a basic examination of the entire water

system, including sampling practices, to try to identify the cause of RO [PREEES

TC+ samples. 3) Distribution system
e The water system is responsible for ensuring the assessment is R e e
completed.
5) Source
e Level 1 assessments may be conducted by SWA, WS3, or WS4

certified operators or any Level of operator that attends an
approved NMED 8 Hour RTCR Training Session

e Contact NMED-DWB for assistance.

o Triggering a Level 1 Assessment is not a violation! However, not completing it within 30 days will
be a violation.

What Is a Level 2 Assessment? Who has to do it?

e AlLevel 2 Assessment is a more in-depth examination of the entire water system usually done to identify
the source of E.coli in the system.

e It may also be triggered to find the cause for repeated occurrences of TC+ samples.

e Level 2 assessors must have a higher level of operator certification at either the WS3 or WS4 or any Level
of operator that attends an approved NMED 8 Hour RTCR Training Session.

o Triggering a Level 2 Assessment is not a violation! However, not completing it within 30 days will
be a violation.

This fact sheet is intended only to describe some key requirements under the Revised Total Coliform Rule. It is
not a complete summary of the requirements.

Contact

For more information, visit: www.env.nm.gov/dwb/RTCR.htm or contact your Compliance Officer in the

appropriate water system Area

Santa Fe (Main Office) Las Cruces Office Albuquerque Office
1190 St. Francis Drive 2301 Entrada Del Sol 121 Tijeras Ave. NE
Santa Fe, NM 87502 Las Cruces, NM 88001 STE 1000
Phone (877) 654-8720 Phone (575)288-2050 Albuquerque, NM 87102-3400

Phone (505) 222-9500

Clovis Ruidoso Silver City
100 E. Manana, Unit 3 1216 E. Mechem, Building 2 3082 32nd Street By-Pass Road, Suite D
Clovis, NM 88101 Ruidoso, NM 88345 Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575) 762-3728 Phone (575) 258-3272 Phone (575) 388-1934
Hobbs Raton
726 E. Michigan - Suite 160 1277A South Second Street
Hobbs, NM 88240 Raton, NM 87740
Phone (575) 391-0464 Phone (575) 445-3621
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