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Common Acronyms 

Drinking Water Acronyms (DWA) 
 
 

Acronym Phrase Notes 
AF Acre Foot 1 AC = 325,851 gallons. 
AWOP Area Wide Optimization Program A voluntary program to optimize the performance of surface water treatment plants. 
CCR Consumer Confidence Report  
CPE Comprehensive Performance Evaluation An evaluation of the performance of a SWTP.  
CT Concentration of disinfectant residual 

(C) times contact time (T) 
 

CWS Community Water System A public water system which serves at least 15 service connections used by year-round 
residents or regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents. 

DBP Disinfection Byproduct A regulated contaminant that is a byproduct of using chlorine to disinfect water 
containing organic matter. 

DWAG Drinking Water Advisory Group  
DWB Drinking Water Bureau  
DWRLF Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund The portion of the DWSRF used for loans to water systems. 
DWSRF Drinking Water State Revolving Fund An annual federal grant that pays for loans and DWB activities. 
EFC Environmental Finance Center  
EID Environmental Information Document  
ERG Expense Reimbursement Grant A grant to reimburse operators for training. 
GIS Geographic Information System  
GWR Groundwater Rule  
GWUDI Ground Water Under Direct Influence Groundwater that is impacted at least part of the year by surface water 
HAA5 Haloacetic Acids The sum of the concentrations, in milligrams per liter, of the haloacetic acid 

compounds (monochloroacetic acid, dichloroacetic acid, trichloroacetic acid,  
monobromoacetic acid, and dibromoacetic acid).  

HPC Heterotrophic Plate Count  
IDSE Initial Distribution System Evaluation A requirement of Stage 2 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproduct Rule. 
IOC Inorganic Chemical Inorganic chemicals are metals, salts, and other compounds that do not contain carbon. 
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IUP Intended Use Plan Annual EPA required document for the SRF grant. 
IWSWTR Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment 

Rule 
 

LCR Lead & Copper Rule  
LT1 or 
LT1ESWTR 

Long Term 1 Enhanced Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 

 

LT2 or 
LT2ESWTR 

Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 

 

MCL Maximum Contaminant Level Maximum concentration of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. 
MDWCA Mutual Domestic Water Consumer’s 

Association 
 

mg/L Milligrams per liter Units of chemical concentration. AKA Parts per Million. 
MPA Microscopic Particulate Analysis Water analysis used to determine if a water source is GWUDI. 
MOR Monthly Operating Report A monthly report that surface water treatment systems must submit. 
NMRWA New Mexico Rural Water Association  
NPDWR National Primary Drinking Water 

Regulations 
 

NTNCWS Non-Transient Non-Community Water 
System 

A PWS that is not a community water system and that regularly serves at least 25 of the 
same persons over 6 months per year. 

NTU Nephelometric Turbidity Units The unit of measurement of turbidity in water. 
PPB Parts Per Billion Units of measure for concentration equivalent to micrograms/liter (ug/l). 
PPM Parts Per Million Units of measure for concentration equivalent to milligrams/liter (mg/l). 
PBT Performance Based Training Operators taken through a series of advanced training sessions to meet AWOP goals. 
PER Preliminary Engineering Review  
PPRF Public Project Revolving Fund Administered by NMFA. 
PWS Public Water System A water system that has at least fifteen service connections or regularly serves an 

average of at least twenty-five individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year. 
PWSS Public Water System Supervision A federal grant to drinking water programs. 
RCAC Rural Community Assistance  
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Corporation 

RD Rural Development  A USDA program that, among other functions, assists rural water systems. 
SDWA Safe Drinking Water Act The federal law regulating public water systems. 
SERP State Environmental Review Process An environmental review process required for projects funded by federal loan funds. 
SI Sustainable Infrastructure  
SNC Significant Non-Compliance  
SOC Synthetic Organic Chemical A group of organic chemicals commonly found in pesticides and other industrial and 

commercial chemical discharges. 
SPA Sanitary Projects Act  
SRF State Revolving Fund See DWSRF 
SWPP Source Water Protection Program  
SWTP Surface Water Treatment Plant  
TC  Total Coliform  
TCR Total Coliform Rule  
TOC Total Organic Carbon  
TTHM Total Trihalomethanes The sum of the concentration in milligrams per liter of the trihalomethane compounds 

(trichloromethane [chloroform], dibromochloromethane, bromodichloromethane and 
tribromomethane [bromoform]). These are disinfection byproduct chemicals. 

UCMR Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring 
Rule 

 

ug/L Micrograms per liter Units of chemical concentration.  AKA Parts per billion. 
VOC Volatile Organic Chemical A variety of compounds composed primarily of carbon and hydrogen, but may also 

contain chlorine, fluorine, and/or bromine. They are predominantly used as solvents, 
degreasers, cleaning solutions, dry cleaning fluids, and components of pesticides and 
plastics. 

WDSP Waterborne Disease Surveillance 
Program 

 

WHPP Well Head Protection Program  
 


