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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 1 

MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT BOARD 2 
October 25, 2019 3 

1:00 P.M. 4 
State Capitol Building, Room 309 5 

490 Old Santa Fe Trail 6 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 7 

 8 
Members present: John Volkerding, Chair 9 

Phoebe Suina, Vice Chair 10 
   Amanda Trujillo Davis, Secretary  11 
    12 
   Barry Bitzer, Member 13 
   Karl Cates, Member 14 
   Dr. Benjamin Duval, Member 15 
   Karen Garcia, Member 16 
 17 
Members absent:  18 
 19 
 20 
Others present: Cody Barnes, Board Administrator 21 
   Rebekah Martinez, Board Administrator 22 
   Marah deMeule, Board Counsel 23 
   Chris Vigil, NMED Assistant General Counsel 24 
   William Chavez, Environmental Health Bureau Chief 25 
   Michael Broussard, Environmental Health Bureau 26 
  27 
  28 
The following items are for discussion and possible action:   29 
 30 
The Chair called the Board into order at 1:05 P.M. 31 
 32 
Item 1. Roll call. 33 
 34 
Action:  Roll was called; a quorum was present.   35 
 36 
Item 2. Approve the agenda. 37 



 

2 

Action: Chair Volkerding asked to switch items 6 & 7. Chair Volkerding moved to approve 38 
the agenda as amended.  Member Bitzer seconded the motion.  The Chair called a 39 
voice vote.  The motion passed unanimously. 40 

 41 
Item 3.  How notice requirements were met for the meeting. 42 
 43 
Action:  Board Administrator Barnes described how notice requirements were met for the 44 

meeting consistent with the Board’s Open Meetings Act Resolution. 45 
 46 
Item 4. Approval of meeting minutes from September 27, 2019. 47 
 48 
Action: Member Bitzer moved to approve the meeting minutes from the meeting on 49 

September 27, 2019. Member Garcia seconded the motion. The Chair called a voice 50 
vote. The motion passed unanimously.  51 

 52 
Item 5. Public comment unrelated to agenda items.  53 
 54 
Action: There were no public comments unrelated to the agenda items. 55 
 56 
Item 6. Discussion and review of memorandum on meeting decorum. Time estimate: 57 

10 minutes. 58 
 59 
 Board Administrator Barnes provided an overview of the memorandum on meeting 60 

decorum. No action was taken.  61 
 62 
Item 7. Request for Hearing. EIB 19-42 (R). In the matter of the Petition to Repeal 63 

and Replace 20.7.11 NMAC, Liquid Waste Treatment and Disposal Fees. 64 
Chris Vigil; New Mexico Environment Department, Assistant General 65 
Counsel. Time estimate: 20 minutes. 66 

 67 
Action: Environmental Health Bureau (EHB) Chief William Chavez explained the 68 

proposed amendments with the help of Michael Broussard from EHB and NMED 69 
Assistant General Counsel Chris Vigil. The Board had questions regarding the 70 
amendments and the hearing. Chair Volkerding asked that EHB provide the last 3 71 
years of periodic review materials to the Board members for reference as they are 72 
all new to the Board.  73 

 74 
 Member Garcia moved to approve the request for a hearing to be held on February 75 

28, 2020 during the regular scheduled meeting. Member Bitzer seconded the 76 
motion. The Chair called a voice vote. The motion passed unanimously. 77 

 78 
 Member Bitzer moved to appoint Member Duval as the hearing officer for the 79 

February 28, 2020 hearing. Chair Volkerding seconded the motion. The Chair 80 
called a voice vote. The motion passed unanimously.  81 

 82 
  83 
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  84 
 85 
Item 8. Board member comments and questions. 86 
 87 
Action:   The Board did not have additional comments or questions. 88 
 89 
 90 
Item 9. Next meeting is scheduled for November 22, 2019. 91 
 92 
Action: No upcoming items were discussed.   93 
 94 
 95 
Item 10. Adjournment 96 
 97 
Action: The meeting was adjourned at 1:34 P.M. 98 
 99 
 100 
       101 
 102 
      ___________________________ 103 
      Amanda Trujillo Davis, Secretary 104 


