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GUIDANCE NUMBER 5: Qualified Inspectors  
 
I. PURPOSE:  
This guidance is provided to identify those individuals who the Department will recognize as 
qualified to conduct on-site liquid waste inspections prior to the implementation of the Inspector 
Certification Program  
 
II. APPLICABILITY:  
This guidance applies to all individuals who will be conducting on-site liquid waste inspections.  
 
III. GENERAL:  
The liquid waste regulation. 20.7.3 NMAC, requires inspectors to be certified by the Department prior to 
conducting inspections. However, the regulation gives the Department until July 2007 to develop the 
certification program. In the interim, the Department must identify those individuals qualified to conduct 
inspections.  
 
IV. GUIDANCE STATEMENT:  
Section 20.7 .3.904A(1) and (5) NMAC, REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION states:  
 

A. The department will develop a certification program by July 1, 2007 that addresses the 
specifications below and as provided by law. After July 1, 2007:  

(1) Any person offering services pertaining to an on-site liquid waste system, including site 
evaluator, system designer, installer, wastewater reuse irrigator, inspector, maintenance 
service provider or septage pumper, shall be certified after completing a program and 
passing an exam approved by the department;  
(5) Inspectors shall demonstrate competence in the inspection of on-site liquid waste 
systems. Certification by the national association of waste transporters (NA WT), NSF 
international or a department-approved program is demonstration of competence in the 
inspection of conventional treatment and disposal systems.  

 
Section 20.7 .3.40lJ NMAC, PERMITTING; GENERAL REQUIREMENTS states:  

J. Unpermitted conventional systems installed prior to February 1, 2002 may be issued a certificate of 
registration for continued operation if:  

(1) The treatment unit is pumped and inspected;  
 
Section 20.7 .3.902E NMAC, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS AND 
INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AT TIME OF TRANSFER states:  

E. Prior to the transfer of a property with an existing on-site liquid waste system, the CmTent system 
owner shall have the system inspected and evaluated by an inspector.  
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Section 20.7 .3.904A(1) and (5) NMAC sets forth the requirements for a certified inspector program 
and the time frame in which to have the program functioning. Sections 20.7 .3.40lJ and 902E NMAC 
identifies when inspections are required. The regulation requires these inspections to be conducted 
even though the certification program does not exist.  
 
Therefore, the following groups of individuals will be authorized to conduct inspections until June 
2006:  

• CID licensed contractors with the appropriate license for septic installations 
• Septage pumpers who are certified as inspectors by the National Association of 

Waste Transporters (NAWT) 
• New Mexico registered professional engineers; and 
•  Individuals who hold an inspector's certification from another state as approved by the 

Department. 
 

V. APPROVAL: 
 

Approved by FOD Director       
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