
New Mexico Environment Department 
Liquid Waste Program Performance Measure 

April 2006 
 

“Percent of new septic tank inspections completed” Target = 80% 
 

• New Mexico’s population is increasing, causing an increase in permits issued (47% increase 
from FY03).   
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• Inspections rose to an all-time high in FY03, when five new inspectors were created with fee 

revenues.  Since then, inspection percentages have declined as the number of permits has 
steadily increased. 
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• Other factors that decreased % inspections include increased inspection complexity (free well 

testing and GPS measurements), and applications for existing un-permitted systems.  
• New Mexico’s population is projected to continue increasing. 
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Note:  FY06 numbers are based on first three quarters projected to end of year. 
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