Pool Frequently Asked Questions 

Interactive Play Aquatic Venue does not currently have any restroom facilities on the premises.  (The facility is an open fountain spray pad)  Do they need to have permanent restrooms built to accommodate diaper changing stations?  Can they just build a station that meets requirements (a changing table with a handwashing sink and no toilets)?

Yes they can install a diaper changing station with hand washing sink to requirements of MAHC 4.10.4.5 

Is there a maximum setback requirement between the Venue and the restrooms/changing stations?

Existing facilities is what they have now.  New construction the limit is 300 feet MAHC 4.10.2

What is the method we are to use to determine flow meter accuracy (the +/- 5%)?

There is no method to determine if a flow meter is within accuracy limit (only what the manufacture’s specifications say).  Most current non-digital meters don’t meet the accuracy requirement.  We will inform facilities as they change out flow meters they need to bring them up to code MAHC 4.7.1.9.  This could occur over more than the one year period.  The Blue + White flow meter is the most common meter we see and they have a new meter out that meets the requirement and it has a red float not the silver one.

What are the requirements on the sanitizer?  Does it have to be an automatic dispenser or is this simply a wiping cloth in sanitizer solution?  Can the commercially made wipes be used?

Sanitizer at diaper changing stations must be an EPA-Registered disinfectant in the form of either spray solution with paper towels or wipes contained in a dispenser MAHC 5.10.4.5.3.

Did you say the rinse shower requirement was an additional shower facility adjacent to the venue? (Separate from the locker room showers?)  Will this be required for new hotel/motel pools too?

Rinse showers will be required on all new construction.  A minimum of one rinse shower shall be provided on the deck near an entry point to the aquatic venue. MAHC 4.10.4.3

What test kits are NSF/ANSI approved?  Is there a list available online?

All of current test kits that are using DPD method of testing free and total chlorine or bromine are acceptable.  PH must be measured with Phenol Red as the reagent.  DPD is the approved method of testing swimming pool water.  I was unable to find list of test kits on the internet.

What signage will be required under the new regulations in addition to the ones we have already been requiring?

Diaper changing station signage MAHC 6.4.2.2.5.  Posting of the most recent inspection report and permit in conspicuous place MAHC 6.4.2.3.2.  Most current signage is acceptable.
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On the inspection form would institutional facilities (schools, health care facilities, etc.) simply fall under Municipal?  Would all apartment facilities be HOAs?

Yes and Yes

Is correction of the non-critical violations still due within 12 months of the inspection?

Within 12 months for new regulations or as specified by inspector for violations that are under old regulations for existing facilities.

Do repeat violations require a re-inspection?

Non-critical repeat violations would not require a re-inspection but would require (CAR) Corrective Action Response with proof that they were corrected and put on file.

All critical violations would require a re-inspection.

