Ground Water Discharge Permit and Application Status of
Dairy Facilities in New Mexico

Discharge Permit Classifications

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Ground Water Quality Bureau (GWQB)
has issued discharge permits for approximately 268 dairy facilities since it began regulation of
these facilities in the late 1970’s.

Facilities are classified by the GWQB as follows:

» Active — facility that is actively discharging and has a discharge permit (effective or
expired)

» Inactive — facility that is not actively discharging, likely has the infrastructure necessary
to resume operation with the intent to resume discharging, and has a discharge permit
(effective or expired)

o Paper Dairy - facility that has not yet discharged (likely not yet constructed) and has a
discharge permit (effective or expired).

e Pending — new facility for which an application for a new discharge permit has been
received by the department. [NMED has received four new applications for new
discharge permits (new facilities) for which action on behalf of the department is pending
until adoption of the new dairy rule.]

o Ceased - facility which has a permit (effective or expired), is not discharging and likely
has no intent to resume discharging, may not have the infrastructure necessary to resume
operation, and has not submitted an application for renewal.

e Terminated — facility whose discharge permit number has been retired by the
department.

e Withdrawn — facility whose discharge permit was not issued because the application was
withdrawn by the applicant; the facility never had a discharge.

o Denied — Application was received for a discharge permit and was denied; no discharge
permit issued. [Recently, NMED’s Secretary denied an application for a new discharge
permit following two public hearings.]

The current status of the 268 permitted facilities, 4 new applications and 1 permit denial (i.e.,
273 dairy facilities; reference Table 1), is as follows:

e 144 — Active

e 24 —Inactive

e 37 — Paper Dairies
¢ 4 —Pending

o 28— Ceased

e 31 — Terminated

e 4 — Withdrawn

e 1 —Denied

EXHIBIT
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Permitting Status

Of the of 273 dairy facilities mentioned above;

e 36 facilities are not applicable to the lists below because they have the following status.
o Terminated — 31
o Withdrawn -4
o Denied - 1

e 4 have pending applications for new discharge permits.

e 28 facilities are classified as “ceased” for which, according to the proposed dairy rule,

each will need to submit a renewal application for closure.

There are 205 dairy facilities classified as Active (144), Inactive (24) and Paper Dairy (37)
(reference Table 2).
e As of March 6, 2010, 115 of these 205 facilities have expired discharge permits.

o 2 expired in 2003

3 expired in 2004

7 expired in 2005

27 expired in 2006

17 expired in 2007

29 expired in 2008

28 expired in 2009

2 have expired in 2010 as of March 6, 2010

0O OO O0O0O0O0

e As of March 6, 2010, 90 of these 205 facilities have current and effective discharge
permits.
o By June 30, 2010, an additional 8 will expire
o Between July 1 and December 31, 2010, 13 more will expire
o Between January 1 and June 30, 2011, 19 more will expire
o Between July 1 and December 31, 2011, 15 more will expire, thus a total of 34
will expire in 2011.

e As of March 6, 2010, 53.5 % (77 facilities) of the 144 Active dairy facilities are currently
discharging without an effective discharge permit; shown in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: Discharge permit status of active dairy facilities as of March 6, 2010.

Application Status

There are 205 dairy facilities classified as Active (144), Inactive (24) and Paper Dairy (37) that
have the following discharge permit application status:
e 74 applications were received from facilities prior to the expiration date of their discharge
permit.
e 31 applications were received from facilities after the expiration date of their discharge
permit.
o 21 facilities currently have expired discharge permits for which the department has not
yet received an application for renewal.
e 79 facilities have current and effective discharge permits for which an application is not
yet required in accordance with 20.6.2.3107 NMAC and for which an application has not
been received by the department.
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