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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AR -7 2023
Environmental Management Los Alamos Field Office (EM-LA)
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 | NPED i s Waste Bureay
Mr. Rick Shean Date: March 7, 2023
Director
Resource Protection Division
New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303
Dear Mr. Shean:
Subject: Change in Status of Material Disposal Area C, Solid Waste Management Unit 50-

009, at Technical Area 50

The purpose of this letter is to notify the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) of the
change in corrective action status for Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU) 50-009 under the
2016 Compliance Order on Consent (Consent Order). The corrective action status of SWMU 50-
009, also known as Material Disposal Area C, is currently identified in Appendix A of the
Consent Order as “CME Submitted to NMED.”

Due to recent expansion of Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) national security
operations in the vicinity of SWMU 50-009, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has
determined that the corrective action status of SWMU 50-009 should be “Deferred Site,” as
defined by Section II1.J of the Consent Order:

“Deferred’ or ‘Deferred Site’ means the SWMUs and AOCs for which full
investigation and/or remediation is deferred until such time as the SWMU or AOC
is taken out of service or otherwise becomes accessible (e.g., firing sites and active
facilities). Deferred Sites include the SWMUs and AOCs where delayed
investigation, due to active Facility operations, was proposed in NMED-approved
investigation work plans and reports.”

These active Facility operations by LANL render SWMU 50-009 inaccessible for the
remediation activities proposed in the Corrective Measures Evaluation (CME) Report for
SWMU 50-009 that DOE submitted to NMED in June 2021. As described in the CME Report,
SWMU 50-009 does not currently pose an unacceptable risk to industrial workers, and
contaminants historically released from SWMU 50-009 into the subsurface are not migrating to
groundwater. While the site remains a “Deferred Site,” DOE will continue to monitor for
changes in conditions that would indicate contaminant migration.

This change in corrective action status to “Deferred Site” for SWMU 50-0092 to enable national

security operations is not expected to result in increased risk to human health or the environment
while the site remains in this status.
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If you have questions, please contact please contact Arturo Duran at (575) 373-5966
(arturo.duran@em.doe.gov).

Sincerely,

” Nichadl Hikolanis
Site Manager
U.S. Department of Energy

Environmental Management
Los Alamos Field Office
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cc (letter emailed):

Laurie King, EPA Region 6, Dallas, TX
Raymond Martinez, San Ildefonso Pueblo, NM
Dino Chavarria, Santa Clara Pueblo, NM
Jacob Pecos, Pueblo of Cochiti, NM
Clarice Madalena, Pueblo of Jemez, NM
Steve Yanicak, NMED-DOE-OB
Neelam Dhawan, NMED-HWB

Caitlin Martinez, NMED-HWB
Jennifer Payne, LANL

Stephen Hoffman, NA-LA

Stephanie Stringer, NA-LA

William Alexander, N3B

Brenda Bowlby, N3B

Kate Ellers, N3B

Kim Lebak, N3B

Dana Lindsay, N3B

Robert Macfarlane, N3B

Tracy McFarland, N3B

Christian Maupin, N3B

Vince Rodriguez, N3B

Bradly Smith, N3B

Troy Thomson, N3B

Patricia Wald-Hopkins, N3B

M. Lee Bishop, EM-LA

John Evans, EM-LA

Michael A. Mikolanis, EM-LA

David Nickless, EM-LA

Cheryl Rodriguez, EM-LA
emla.docs@em.doe.gov
N3Brecords@em-la.doe.gov

Public Reading Room (EPRR)

PRS Website
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