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Re: Hearing Determination Request, DP-1835, Class V Underground Injection Control, 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Representatives of Communities for Clean Water: 

On November 30, 2015 you submitted comments in opposition to draft Discharge Permit DP-
1835 which included a request for a public hearing. Pursuant to 20.6.2.31 08 NMAC, the 
Secretary has d.etermined that a public hearing shall be held in this matter. The hearing will be 
held pursuant to the requirements of 20.6.2.31 08; 20.6.2.311 0 and 20.1.4 NMAC. 

You will be notified of the location and date of the hearing location as the infonnation becomes 
available. A copy of the Hearing Determination is provided as an attachment to this letter. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Greg Huey at (505) 827-6691 or Steve Huddleson at 
(505) 827-2936. 

Cc: Robert Beers, DOEILANS (electronic copy) 
John Kieling, HWQB, NMED (electronic copy) 
Steve Yanicak:, DOEOB, NMED (electronic copy) 

Attachment 
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Through:.· ~ trais ~iphuis~ pji~tor, Water Protecti~n-Division · - ' · ·· 
--= - - · -·Miciieile il't~nter; C~et: Gro{#idW~ter'QualitY·Bur¢au· ~-.-· --··: ·--· --~~-,.. 

Steve HuCidleson, Program Man!lger, GWQB Polhition Prev~tion Section 
· ;J~Im Yerli~~-1, Gen~r:at Cpuns~l, N~w Me'f.ioo Enyir~~~rifD~p~e~t 

\ .. .. J ,·~ .• j .. ·' , ... " "'!" ~ ·' ~ "·'.... • 
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From:·· Greg:J:{uey~1T~ I,.¢ade~, GWQB Industrial/UI_C Se~tion··' ; 
.;.. _J • ,..~. • '" _;. • •.. ,.. r • 

1 ·f., 

·Mar(!~ 9, 2ot6: · · ··t • • }· • • Date: 

Req~est for Hearing J?et~lplina~on fqr ~~DO~S t;)is~hs.rge ·Pennit 
• Applicati9ii DP~l835 for'tindergrourid 1njeeiioii of treate-d grouri~watef, 

... 1. • ·'. ~ ~ 

S.ubjed: 
.,.;. <>I 

" ... • 1 .1- ' ~: •. -'!. .,I .. • • • ' • j .f:o. I. FacilitY Information -·Need for Perinit 
... : "" • r.'; \ ... .,. . ... ~' •. ....... ••"-•' .. ~ 

' I ' 

-ripe ~s ~~~~s :ii~~onaf 4~r~.t~ry lLAN~) op~~r~!~ un~~~ -~~ -~ye~igil~:~f;~e· Y!li~~~ .~t~i~~~ 
~ep~¢~t ~~. En~~gt- (DOE) ~~ '·Ip~ ~;p!lo.s ~~~~n~l ~ecqri~. ~IrC~ (LI\~~). LA~~ Ji~ 

~----~Proposea.:.to-~ED.:~-to~condlJCt.JnterJ~.f!t~su~_(fM)-fp~.£:~!'?.111~1!~..:plq~~'";~gtrpl,.lJ!---..... 
a~rdanc~ w~th ,~e.9tio~ VII.B.l ()f t.h~~ Mar~h ·.1! 2QOS,,·Cgmp~um~e <;>~~er ·on .Cons~~~ (~e 
C9il$e~t Ord.er)~ ~e 1M are ~toposed to control c~omi~~D; ~i~lj,CJp jg.I:?"Ptif!~~at~r. ~~le: ~o~~-
tenn correctiv~ action remedtes are under evaluation. Work proposed for 1M mvolves pwnpmg 
fi;O~ .AA e~~ct!?V. -~~H t? ~ e~~I:t.:~t-~~Y~~!~Ily·,~9~111.l po_t~~ia\ p.!um~.JPi~ti~}l ~:7Y~~~-:~~ 
LANL boundacy and· ·to achieve , and mamtain the SO PP.b (20~6.2.31 03. NMAC standard) 
~ ._, .. .. ""·- • ... .... • - ·- • • lol .... • • - ... - .. t"' •• , • .. ~ ' I" • ....... ' • ~ 

~?~gradien~ p~um~ _edg~ wit~J!n the ~NL ~otindary: , _ , _ .·. ,., _ 
•. • f" • ,, ,.. .... • ' ....... ,'1: ") ' ·• • • 1 A ·~. ... ~ .... "~· >~t . .. •:,;, .... , ............ I ~·~--~ ,· •. ' 

Con~ina\ed wo~ttwa~~r is ~ri~y ~~p-ed, trea-~d, ·•!IIld l~d appl,i~.~ ti!tCJ~r )~o~~ .p~~-
.sub~~~ !~ ~f:P un~~ _DP-J ~9~ ... ~ ~econd P.~i~. !lPPli.~ati~~.~as .b~~. su~n:Utted ~o ~EQ 

. for.re-mJecti~n ~ftqe treat~ ~.at;~ •• :~IJ~~ Q~~I~3?. ~~;ap~l~~~9~ ~~P,?f.~~,~~ _ev~nttJally,P!:!~P 
~p to ·648,00() gaUQP~ per ·~ay (gpd) of ~hrOn;uum contarrunat~ groundwater from up to ~e 
e~~~tion_w~~~l.s, tr~~ th~.~?'~~~-t~·gro~~~ater~!o l~s ti:J.an 90'Yo,of-~~ ~q. ~c!!r~~o~~ 
~ ~en~ of ~~~.· ~c,~~ge _qn1~,. ~~. ~~~t the~ ~~t,ed, ~a~~r ~~~gh ~p :t~l.SlX -~·~9~~~~f . 
mJection wells under DP-183S, or l~d apply the ~muent under DP-1793. · 

'. . : 
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Request for Hearing Oetennination 
DP-1835-
March 9, 2016 

LANS' ~oat is to initiate .injection under the terms ofthis discharge permit by spring 2016. 

II. Ground Water Discharge Permit History 

In April, 2015, the Laboratory submitted a dis~;harge pepnit application forth~ Chromiu~IJ Plume 
Control Interim Measure to develop up to six Cla5s V Underground -Injection Controi (UIC) 
wells. The ~bor~tory submitted supplementru, inform~tion in Oct~ber, 20 I 5 to· specifically 
describe injection well design and processes, and GWQB 'issued DRAFT Discharge Permit DP-
1835 and completed pub1i~ notice (PN-2) in O~;:tober, 2015. 

Requests for' Heari~g ~d tecbni~l t;<lmm¢nts on the draft pennit :)Yere received from the 
applicant (DOE/LANS) and Commuriities for Clean Water (CCW), the latter in a letter co-signed 
by Concerned Citizens (or Nuclear Safety, Amigos Bravos, Tewa Women United, Partnership 
for Earth Spirituality, and Honor our Pueblo Existence. The letters from DOEILANS and CCW 
are included as ·attachments to this memol'ahdwrt. 

The New Mexico Departinent ofGame ~d Fish submitted comments stating that there are no 
·signfficant impacts to wildiife or sensitlve habitats BIJticipated from thts proposal. Additionally, 
eight non-teclmical letters supporting the approval of DP-1835 were received from Los Alamos 
.County, The City of. Santa Fe, Northern New :M~xiC9 Protects, two New Mexico State 
Legislators, and individual members of the local community. 

The Draft DP-l835 is .currently undergoing review in Hght of public camments submitted during 
the PN-2 comment period. · ' 

The discharge .is located approximately 3 miles squtheast of Los Alamos in sections 24 ~d 25, 
Township 19N, Range 06E, Los Alamos County, NM. ·Groundwater most likely "to be· affected 
lies in a regional aquifer from 900-1 I 00 feet below ground surface (BGS) and has a total 
dissolved solids (TDS) concentration of approximately 150 milligrams per liter (mg!L). In the 
subsequent sections, GWQB has provided suinm;ui~s of comments from LANS and CCW, 
followed by the ·GWQe response as appropriate. 

III. Comments received from LANS 

4ANS submitted a conunent letter regarding the d~;aft DP.:.1835 on November 24, 2015. The 
letter includes a section of 26 technjcal commentS containing primarily clarifying language and 
operational procedures as described in the draft and discussed in a November 12, 2015 meeting 
with NMED. However, to address LANS' concerns that outstanding issues may remain in future 
draft pennjts, the ;letter requestS ~- hearing be scheduled pursuant to 20.6.2.31 OS.K NMAC. The 
letter goes ori to ·state that the Pemiittees are iu~peful their concerns can be resolved prior to such 
a hearing, and if they are then they will withdraw the hearing request. 

The comments submitted by DOE/LANS are generally reasonable and GWQB expects that the 
concerns presented by LANS will be resolved prior to the date of any future hearing. 

V. CommentS reteived fro~ CCW 
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CCW, in a lett~ fO-Signed b)" Concerned ·citizens for Nuclear· S~f~ty. ~go~ Bravos, T~w~ 
Women -Uni~ed, :P8J1ner5hip for Earth SpbitQality, and l:lonor our ~~blo ~xisten¢e, submitted 
comments on November 30,·2015. The letter contains 19 pages of·n~tive and technical 
comments th~t ~e suppgrted by fiv~ attachments. The letter opens with B.n "i~~igenous view .of 
enviroruruintal jU.Sti~ and the ·need' for restorative j:i;Jstfce" ·follo~ed l)y':.t.he assertion that· the 
pub)icfh!lS not been proVided a "full and co~plete d~cription" of the proposed interim Qt~asures. 

, _1 .. t ~. J~.: ~ ~ 

The letter pro~~s , t~t Jist CCW~s concerns re~ardin~ enviro~ental jqstice, hi.stQry ~f. th~ .. 
chromi~ . cc!n.t~!n~tionfpl~e,.;.h~~ ~~· ~nf<?in)~ioil, ~~~fi~ ... ~ ~gmm~~~ ,o~·t~e 4.ra~ 
petm~t; and.~ conclusion summarizi~g their case fo(sli~mitting a r~'!~t f()r.be~g: A. nu:mber 

. ·~rthe items .. CCW-r~ue&ts, such 8$ ~:seric:S of.P!lbllc ~ee~ings regar(lipg the· eight·y~ar.i,nJ~nm 
mea5ures proj~ct ·are outside tlie~· scope ~t .GWQB's iil,ltbPrlty ·in isSuing a di~harge permit··· 

· Oth~r concerns CCW raises, such .~. wllat "they· cbaiacteriie ~ circw..nventing federal Reso~ri;e . 
· ·· Coilserva~io,n-and Recovery 'Act :(RCRAf requi~ments, ··are both outsid~ .th~ jlP'is~lction of· 

GWQB :lii1d outside the , ~cop~ of tht; issuance of a d.i.!lch~ge p~it. CCW appears very 
,, ' conc.emed with the process of ~elllediating the chromium. plume,. something othat is outsi~e the 

scppe of GWQB.'s :isspanc::e of.this 'discharge penrtit. · · · . · 

CCW requests a· public hearing pW"Suant to 20.6.2.31 os~K _NMAG ··•as ~a in~tter of .substantial 
public inte,res~"· The·leHer got:S Q~ to list 'the various ~echnical issties they believe should, be 

; a.dd.~ed at ~·public bearing,:butdQes ~0~ expandupon or sul;lstanti~te the'statement that there is 
· .substantial .public interest. 'Besides c¢w, five organizations are list~ 8$ <:a-signatories on the 

cominent letter,· ·althou~ it Js wi~l~ 'if Conceme~ Citizens for Nu.cJ~ai s,fety ate a .co­
signatory, or if' the director (who .is also the director Jlf CCW) simply failed to update her 
$ignatui'e b.loc~. The le~er does not .provide· infom.tatio~ as to how many m~wbers each, pf t)lese 
org4oizations'bave or·wh~ther each member of the prgani~tipn is aware··of and supports ~the., 
COtnn)ents~ Ther~ M~ eight di_!itiR<?l names in the signature block of th~ '1(!~, represeliting U\e 
n.atned orgiuiiiiltions. . : . ' . 

,_ ___ .JV. U:eari_pg.:D".te!ritJinati~n ReqiD!_S(, _______ ._.. __________ ........ .-..--_..;.... 

·The Po)Jution frevention :S~tion .(PfS) o,f .the:<;Jro~d Wa~er .Quaiity· Bumu .(OWQB,). 
respectfully requests a deterrilin~ti~n regarding this hearing request in accordance with 

. , . . . 20.6;2;31 08;K NMAC •. Be¢a~~e. tpe ·co.mments ·s~bmitted 'by PQEIL,AN& ,speciqcalJy r~ues~ a· 
hellri~g ~d ·~nt,Un spbstantial technical issues directly related Jo the· cont~n~ of DP-l ~3' ·and 
~e within the s~pe ofGWQa's authori~, the GWQB reco~e~ds that .th~ request for ~~ng 
b_e approved. In tqe interim~ GWQB intends to c6ntin~e to meet with 'DOJ¥LANS to attempt to 
9evelop .~ d15cbarge pel1Jlit that is protective of grouildwater resources withjn ·the limitatiollS ~f 
our regulatory authoricy, wl]il~ enab.Iing the temedia~on.of contaminated groundWater ~t L.A.N{;. . . 
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Request for Hearing Determination 
DP-1835 
Match 9, 2016 

!fearing Request Determination: 
The reque5t for hearing on the Draft Discharge Permit DP-1835 

Ry~ Fl . , abinet Secretary 
New Me,{ico EnVironment Department 
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_____ Denied 

/Approved 

Date: ~I 1(,(14lk 
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