CHANGES TO THE NMED RADIOLOGICAL SERVICES PROGRAM

Beginning March 31, 2009 the Department will implement a revised qualification standard for registration of all vendors who conduct radiological services within the State.  This new standard is adopted to ensure that all individuals conducting radiological services within the State meet uniform and consistent criteria.  The new evaluation process is more efficient while aligning our registration requirements with nationally recognized institutions.  The newly adopted categories for registration and nationally recognized institutions include: 
1.    TECHNICAL SERVICES

A. Indoor Radon SERVICES
Indoor Radon certification and accreditation focuses on the testing, detection, analysis, and remediation of radon in air (indoor environments) and water.  Services are provided to the general public (primarily homeowners), the business community (e.g. real estate, building industry), and for research.

Measurement service provider
Placement and retrieval of approved radon testing devices.

Required certificate (requires one of the following):

NEHA Residential Measurement Provider 

NRSB Radon Measurement Specialist (RMS)

Analytical Laboratory
Provide analytical laboratory for radon. 

Required certificate (requires one of the following):

NEHA Analytical Laboratory Certification 

NRSB Accredited Radon Laboratories (ARL)
Mitigation service provider

Provides assessment and remediation services for radon. 

Required certificate (requires one of the following):
NEHA Analytical Laboratory Certification 

NRSB Accredited Radon Laboratories (ARL)
Education and Outreach services

Provides training and education for radon service providers.

Required certificate/Qualifications: 
Certification in one or more of the above categories and an NEHA or NRSB approved curricula. 
Recognized Institutions
National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)

National Radon Safety Board (NRSB)

B. PERSONNEL DOSIMETRY SERVICES

Services are provided to owners and operations of facilities using radioactive material or ionizing radiation-producing devices that are required to monitor worker exposures to radiation and radioactive materials to demonstrate compliance with occupational dose limits. 

Internal Monitoring
The practice of providing in-vivo and in-vitro bioassay services, and/or providing analysis of bioassay samples.

Required Certificate (requires one of the following):
Certificate of Compliance in Radio-bioassay under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA); or 

Certificate of Accreditation in Radio-bioassay under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA).

External Monitoring
The practice of providing personnel dosimetry to estimate whole-body dose over a prescribed period.  Service may employ the use of film badges, thermo-luminescent dosimeters (TLD) or other technologies (e.g. optically stimulated luminescence.) 
Required Certificate: 

Certificate of Accreditation issued by the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP)

C. Radiological services 

This category includes technical services for radiation-producing machines (primarily x-ray) and radioactive materials.  

Radiation-Producing Machines

Technical services associated with the installation, or servicing of radiation-producing machines (typically x-ray machines in the healing arts) and their associated components.

Required Certificate (requires one of the following):

Establishment registration issued by the U.S. Department of Food and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA) {for manufacturer only}

Certificate of completion issued by an individual manufacturer’s equipment training, certification program.

Recognized Institutions
U.S. Department of Food and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA)

Training Certificate from Individual Manufacturer of X-ray producing device

NOTE: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has jurisdiction for oversight regarding manufacturing, installation, and servicing of radiation imaging and radiation therapy systems.  The FDA Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) is responsible for regulatory oversight of radiation-emitting machines (medical and non-medical). 
Radioactive Materials

Technical services associated with the safe use and disposal of radioactive materials.  Certification is available for one or more of the following activities:

a. Leak Testing of sealed sources
b. Decontamination and related services

c. Instrument Calibration

d. Radiation Safety Training
e. NORM Surveys and Measurements.
Required Certificate (requires one of the following):

Registered Radiation Protection Technologist 

Certified Health Physicist 

Recognized Institutions
National Registry of Radiation Protection Technologists (NRRPT)
American Board of Health Physics (ABHP)

2. Qualified expert 
Qualified Experts include Medical Physicists and Certified Health Physicists. Additional descriptions of the work performed by these two types of Qualified Experts are shown below under the respective categories.   

Medical Physicist  

Certified Health Physicist  

Medical Physicist 

Medical Physicists provide consultation and services in radiation physics associated with the practice of medicine.  Some examples of work performed include: 

a. Design therapies to meet physicians’ prescribed dose requirements (facility and patient).

b. Design shielding and radiation safety program for therapeutic and diagnostic facilities to meet regulatory requirements for occupational and public dose.
c. Radiation Safety Program development and implementation for diagnostic or therapeutic medical facilities. 

Required Certificate (requires one of the following):

Certification as a Physician or Diplomat by the American Board of Nuclear Medicine.

The American Board of Physician Specialties (ABPS) certificate as a qualified medical specialist in radiation oncology.

Certification by the American Board of Medical Physics to practice clinical medical physics and perform research on human subjects. 
Certification as a diplomat by the American Board of Radiology to serve patients, the public, and the medical profession in the practice of Diagnostic Radiology, Radiation Oncology and Radiological Physics.
Certification by the American Board in Science and Nuclear Medicine (ABSNM) in Nuclear Medicine Science, which includes Nuclear Medicine Physics or Instrumentation, Radiopharmaceutical Science and/or Radiation Protection.

Certification by examination to the level of Member or Fellow by the Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine (CCPM).

Certification by the American Board of Health Physics and limited to the practice or (specialty) of Medical Health Physics.

Recognized Institutions
American Board of Physician Specialists 
American Board of Radiology 

American Board of Health Physics 

American Board of Medical Physics

American Board of Science in Nuclear Medicine 

American Board of Nuclear Medicine
Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine

NOTE: Valid certification requires maintenance of continuing educational requirements for the relevant certifying organization.

Certified Health Physicist 

Certified Health Physicists perform work at the professional level all aspects of health physics including the following: (does not include practice in medical physics) 

a. Radiation dose assessment, investigation, and reconstruction; 

b. Environmental dose monitoring for regulatory compliance;

c. Design shielding configurations of radiation sources, and radiation producing devices and their components;

d. Assists X-ray registrants in developing, documenting, and implementing radiation protection programs;

e. Radiation Safety training for radioactive material and radiation-producing;

f. Waste management, Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORM), uranium, and radioactive waste management, including preparation and packaging of waste material, characterization, documentation, and transport to the disposal site.

Required Certificate:

Certification by the American Board of Health Physics as a Certified Health Physicist (CHP) or diplomats of the American Board of Health Physics (DABHP) and requires current certification and appropriate continuing education.    

Recognized Institution
American Board of Health Physics 

In order to affect an orderly transition to the new registration procedures, the Department will require all currently registered radiological service vendors to re-apply for certification.  Note: not all currently registered vendors may qualify under the new evaluation criteria. 

Through the remainder of calendar year 2009, and the first quarter of 2010, currently registered vendors will receive a notice to renew registration in the month preceding the month in which their registration expires, irrespective of the year in which the registration expires.  There are two new application/registration categories: 1) technical services, and 2) qualified expert, each with applicable subcategories.  The new application form will correspond to these categories and subcategories.  If your qualifications meet the new registration criteria you will receive a certificate. This will document registration by the Department to conduct radiological services in New Mexico.
