Water Quality Control

Commission
RECEIVED
March 13, 2026
Pamela Jones
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
WATER QUALITY CONTROL COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED

AMENDMENTS TO 20.6.2 NMAC AND

20.6.5 NMAC -

Surface Water Quality State Permitting Program, NO. WQCC 25-74 (R)

NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT,
PETITIONER.
NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT’S

FIRST AMENDED PETITION FOR REGULATORY CHANGE TO ADOPT
AMENDMENTS TO 20.6.2 NMAC AND NEW RULE 20.6.5 NMAC

Pursuant to Sections 74-6-4(R), 74-6-5, and 74-6-6 of the New Mexico Water Quality Act,
NMSA 1978, §§ 74-6-1 through -17, Section 74-6C-4 of the New Mexico Pollution Discharge
Elimination System Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 74-6C-1to-11,20.1.6.200 NMAC, and the January 15,2026
Pre-Hearing Order in this matter, the Water Protection Division of the New Mexico Environment
Department (Department) files this First Amended Petition to the Water Quality Control Commission
(Commission) to consider and adopt proposed regulations that establish a surface water quality state
permitting program. The proposed regulations amend the existing regulations at 20.6.2 NMAC and
set out new regulations at 20.6.5 NMAC.

Paragraph 4 of the January 15, 2026 Pre-Hearing Order states that “unless, no later than 5 p.m.
on March 13, 2026, Petitioner has filed an amended Petition or confirmed that they will not be
amending their original Petition, Petitioner’s deadline for the direct NOI is April 1, 2026.” Pursuant
to Paragraph 4 of the January 15, 2026 Pre-Hearing Order, attached to this First Amended Petition is
the original statement of reasons filed with the original Petition on November 24, 2025 (Attachment
1), a revised copy of 20.6.2 NMAC with the proposed regulatory change in redline (Attachment 2),

and a revised copy of 20.6.5 NMAC (Attachment 3).



Pursuant to Paragraph 1 of the Pre-Hearing Order, the public hearing in this matter is scheduled
to begin on Monday, June 8, 2026 and continue for approximately nine business days through Thursday,
June 18, 2026, as necessary. The Department requests that the deadline for filing of its notice of intent
(NOJ) for the direct technical testimonies of the Department be amended to align with all other parties’

deadline of on or before April 15,2026, 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

/s/ Brecken Scott

Brecken Scott

Assistant General Counsel
P.O. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502
(505) 490-1177
brecken.scott@env.nm.gov

Christal Weatherly

Assistant General Counsel

P.O. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502

(505) 490-0681

Christal. Weatherly@env.nm.gov

Counsel for New Mexico Environment Department



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing First Amended Petition for Regulatory Change to Adopt
Amendments to 20.6.2 NMAC and New Rule 20.6.5 NMAC was emailed to the following on March
13, 2026:

Pamela Jones

Commission Administrator

Water Quality Control Commission
1190 Saint Francis Drive, Suite S2102
Santa Fe, NM 87505
pamela.jones(@env.nm.gov

Felicia Orth

Hearing Officer

Water Quality Control Commission
1190 Saint Francis Drive, Suite S2102
Santa Fe, NM 87505
felicia.l.orth@gmail.com

Eduardo Ugarte 11

Assistant Attorney General

New Mexico Department of Justice
P.O. Box 1508

Santa Fe, NM 87504
eugarte@nmdoj.gov

Counsel for WQCC

Tannis Fox

Western Environmental Law Center

409 East Palace Ave., #2

Santa Fe, NM 87501

fox(@westernlaw.org

Counsel for Amigos Bravos, New Mexico Acequia Association, and
Western Environmental Law Center

Sally Paez

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

6000 Uptown Blvd. NE Ste. 350
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
505.843.8696

sally@nmwild.org

Attorney for New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

Bruce Wetherbee, Pro Se

60 Thoreau Street #103
Concord, Massachusetts 01742
editor@thecandlepublishing.com
(505) 501-1570
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Elizabeth Newlin Taylor

Taylor & McCabe, P.A.

P.O. Box 2540

Corrales, New Mexico 87048-2540
(505) 888-6600
etaylor@taylormccaleb.com

Counsel for San Juan Water Commission

Jennifer Bradfute

Matthias Sayer

David Kirmse

Bradfute Sayer, P.C.

P.O. Box 90233
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87199
(505) 264-8740
jennifer@bradfutelaw.com
matthias@bradfutelaw.com
david@bradfutelaw.com
Attorneys for WATR Alliance

Dalva L. Moellenberg
Anthony J. Trujilo

Serafina I. Seluja
Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A.
1239 Paseo De Peralta
Santa Fe, NM 87501

(505) 982-9523
DLM(@gknet.com
AJT(@gknet.com
Serafina.seluja@gknet.com

Stuart R. Butzier

Benjamin Rossi

Modrall, Sperling, Rohl, Harris & Sisk, P.A.

P.O. Box 2168

Albuquerque, NM 87103

(505) 848-1800

Stuart.butzier@modrall.com
Benjamin.rossi@modrall.com

Attorneys for New Mexico Natural Resources Partnership

/s/ Brecken Scott



mailto:etaylor@taylormccaleb.com
mailto:jennifer@bradfutelaw.com
mailto:matthias@bradfutelaw.com
mailto:david@bradfutelaw.com
mailto:DLM@gknet.com
mailto:AJT@gknet.com
mailto:Serafina.seluja@gknet.com
mailto:Stuart.butzier@modrall.com
mailto:Benjamin.rossi@modrall.com

