
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

BEFORE THE ENVIRONEMNT DE PARTMENT AND  

THE SECRETARY OF THE ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

IN THE MATTER OF:  

THE APPLICATION OF YUCCA    No. AQB 26-57 (P) 

GROWTH INFRASTRUCTURE, LLC 

FOR AN AIR QUALITY PERMIT 

NO. NSR 10883 
 

 

WETHERBEE’S NOTICE OF JOINDER IN NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

CENTER’S AND CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY’S RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION 

TO YUCCA GROWTH INFRASTRUCTURE, LLC’s REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY STATUS 

CONFERENCE; AND WETHERBEE’S ADDITIONAL REASONS FOR OPPOSING THE 

REQUEST FOR AN EMERGENCY STATUS CONFERENCE TO ACCELLERATE THE 

HEARING PROCESS WHICH WOULD FURTHER SHORTEN THE TIME FOR PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION IN THE HEARING, AND THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF 

TECHNICAL TESTIMONY RELATED TO THE NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT 

DEPARTMENT’S (DEPARTMENT) TECHNICAL ANALYSIS AND DRAFT PERMIT 

WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN MADE AVAILABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT ON THE 

DOCKET FOR THIS MATTER. 

 

Bruce Wetherbee hereby provides notice of his Joinder in New Mexico Environmental 

Law Center and the Center for Biological Diversity, response in opposition to Yucca Growth 

Infrastructure, LLC’s Request of [sic] Emergency Status Conference.   

In support of this joinder, Wetherbee adopts, incorporates by reference, and joins in the 

substantive reasons and legal grounds set forth in NMELC’s and CBD’s Opposition.  

 

Wetherbee additionally offers that this Permit has been identified as being of great concern to 

a large segment of the general public, many of whom have yet to be made aware of the Permit’s 

status as matter to be heard by the Hearing Officer and their opportunity to enter an appearance 

as interested persons/parties in a timely manner so as to be included in the scheduling 

conference. 

Wetherbee objects to the characterization that this is an emergency as presented by counsel 

for Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC. The Scheduling Order was emailed to all persons who 

had entered an appearance on Thursday, July 16, 2026, in the late morning. 

Luis.Lopez
Received



Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC’s counsel plenty of time to advise the other parties of its 

intent to seek an emergency Scheduling meeting – from Thursday afternoon through the day 

Friday.  

Obviously, Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC, and at least one of its partners were aware of 

the desire to hold the emergency meeting on Friday, as that is the date affiliated with the date of 

the Affidavit in support of the Applicant’s request that the Hearing Officer reconsider his 

Scheduling Order, which is included as Exhibit 1, in the request for an emergency meeting. 

Instead, Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC’s counsel, without noticing its intent to file the 

request, chose to wait until late yesterday afternoon to file its request for an emergency meeting. 

Due to the lateness of notification of the Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC request for an 

emergency meeting, Wetherbee reserves his rights to offer additional reasons if such a meeting is 

held. 

 For the reasons detailed herein and in the aforementioned Opposition, Wetherbee 

respectfully requests that the Hearing Officer Shepherd either extend the time for the public 

hearing beyond the date of October 19, 2026 (with appropriate changes to the schedule for filing 

of Notice of Intent to present technical evidence at the hearing, etc., as laid out in the Scheduling 

Order issued by Hearing Officer Shepherd on July, 16, 2026), or in the alternative maintain the 

schedule already established in the Scheduling Order.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

By: /s/ Bruce Wetherbee 

Bruce Wetherbee 

60 Thoreau Street # 103 

Concord, Massachusetts 01742 

editor@thecandlepublishing.com 

(505) 501-1570  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that a true and correct copy of my Notice of Joinder in Objection to the Scheduling 

Conference was served by electronic email on Tuesday, July 21, 2026, to the persons listed below: 

 
Max Shepherd 

max.shepherd@comcast.net  

Hearing Officer 

 

Luis Lopez, Hearing Clerk 

Office of Public Facilitation 

New Mexico Environment Department 

luis.lopez@env.nm.gov 

 

Christopher Vigil, and 

Brian Yardman-Frank 

Assistants General Counsel 

New Mexico Environment Department 

Office of General Counsel 

121 Tijeras Avenue NE, Suite 1000 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

christopherj.vigil@env.nm.gov  

brian.yardman-frank@env.nm.gov  

Counsel for NMED 

 

Nicholas R. Maxwell 

P.O. Box 1064 

Hobbs, NM 88241 

inspector@sunshineaudit.com 

Pro Se Intervenor 

 

Jennifer L. Bradfute  

David Kirmse  

P.O. Box 90233  

Albuquerque, NM 87199  

Telephone: (505) 264-8740  

jennifer@bradfutelaw.com   

david@bradfutelaw.com   

Counsel for Applicant Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC 

 

Joe Cardillo 

344 4th Street SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

joe@progressnownm.org 

Pro Se Intervenor  

  

Jennifer L. Biever  

Williams Weese Pepple & Ferguson, P.C.  

1801 California Street, Suite 3400  

Denver, CO 80202  

jbiever@williamsweese.com   

Counsel for Applicant Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC 
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Maslyn Locke and Eric Jantz 

New Mexico Environmental Law Center 

Tel.: (505) 989-9022 

mlocke@nmelc.org  

ejantz@nmelc.org  

Counsel for New Mexico Environmental Law Center 

 

Colin Cox and Gail Evans 

Center for Biological Diversity 

P.O. Box 31417 

Santa Fe, NM 87594 

ccox@biologicaldiversity.org 

gevans@biologicaldiversity.org 

Counsel for the Center for Biological Diversity 

 

Mariel Nanasi and Christopher Dodd 

New Energy Economy 

422 Old Santa Fe Trail 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

mnanasi@newenergyeconomy.org 

chris@fayerbergdodd.com 

Counsel for New Energy Economy 

 

Esperanza Chairez 

YUCCA Policy Campaign Manager 

esperanza@yuccanm.org   
info@yuccanm.org  

 

Yiwei Chen 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEW MEXICO 

P.O. Box 20003 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5003 

yiwei.chen@edd.nm.gov  
 

Isaiah Zemke  

2300 Buena Vista SE Suite. 110,  

Albuquerque, NM  

izemke@smwlu49.org  

Sheet Metal Workers Local Union No. 49 
 

Nathaniel Chakeres 

General Counsel, New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 

P.O. Box 25102 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5012 

nathaniel.chakeres@ose.nm.gov  

 

By: /s/ Bruce Wetherbee 

      Bruce Wetherbee 

      60 Thoreau Street # 103 

      Concord, Massachusetts 01742 

      editor@thecandlepublishing.com 

      (505) 501-1570  
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