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If you would like to receive this newsletter and other agency up-
dates by email, please subscribe at 
www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-
quality 

Clearing The Waters is available 
on our website at: https://www.
env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/
newsletters/

This newsletter is published quar-
terly by the New Mexico Environ-
ment Department’s (NMED) Sur-
face Water Quality Bureau (SWQB).  
Funding is provided by a Clean Wa-
ter Act (CWA) §319(h) grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). continued on page 2 

The New Mexico Environment Department’s Surface Water 
Quality Bureau celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA50) during our “Month of Clean Water” which 
occurred from October 3rd – November 4th of 2022. The FIVE 
weeks of celebration included; 
•	 Week 1 – History of the Clean Water Act
•	 Week 2 – Protecting Clean Water
•	 Week 3 – Financing Clean Water 
•	 Week 4 – Restoring Clean Water
•	 Week 5 – Looking to the Future

Clean Water Act 50
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Each week was filled with activities including over 30 social media posts with videos, reading 
recommendations, flyers, educational videos, infographics, images, stories, and outreach events. 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham issued a proclamation designating October 2022 the "Month of 
Clean Water," and Shelly Lemon, the Bureau Chief of the NMED SWQB, kicked off the celebra-
tion with an introduction video! 

In this Special Edition of Clearing the Waters; a brief historical introduction of the Clean Water 
Act and a few highlights from those weeks is shared. We encourage you to visit the CWA50 SWQB 
website to access the full celebration https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/cwa50/.

History of the Clean Water AcT

The Clean Water Act was born out of the first major law in the U.S. to address water pollution 
called the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1948. This law was eventually amended 
in 1972 and became known as the Clean Water Act (CWA). The CWA, now marking fifty years, is 
the most important law available to protect our nation’s waters and since its passage, the levels of 
pollution in waters of the United States have experienced a dramatic decrease. In New Mexico, in 
the fiscal year that ended in June 2022, SWQB reduced sediment runoff into rivers and streams 
by over 800,000 pounds, more than double the target of 400,000 pounds! 

The fundamental objective of the CWA is to re-
store and maintain the chemical, physical and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s Waters for 
the use and benefit of every American. The law 
holds polluters accountable, enhances drink-
ing water quality, protects habitat for fish and 
other wildlife, and sustains our economy. Be-
cause of the CWA, the number of places that 
meet clean water goals has doubled; the cost 
to treat our drinking water is lower because 
our waters are healthier; and as water quality 
improved, fish and wildlife rebounded.

Over the past 50 years we have made great 
strides towards achieving a vision of abundant 
clean water for people to use and to protect the 
environment to sustain New Mexico’s future, 
but we need to do more to protect our most pre-
cious resource. As we look toward the next 50 
years, we will need to continue to be environ-
mental leaders and work with communities, 

organizations, universities, and industry to adapt, manage, and ensure our water is allocated and 
used properly, efficiently, and equitably. With the vulnerability of watersheds caused by climate 
change, we will need to continue to build upon the great accomplishments of the past 50 years and 
work toward a more resilient ecosystem and more efficient land management and water use.

continued on page 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GiX56YlcAk
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/cwa50/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-08/documents/federal-water-pollution-control-act-508full.pdf
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continued on page 5

continued from page 3

The Importance of the Clean Water Act

•	 Aims to "restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation's wa-
ters."

•	 Provides the basic structure for regulating discharges.

•	 Makes it unlawful to discharge pollutants from a point source into our Nation’s waters without a
permit.

•	 Prevents wetlands from being filled in or paved
over without first getting a permit.

•	 Sets “fishable/swimmable” goals for the Nation’s
waters.

•	 Directs states/tribes to adopt water quality stan-
dards.

•	 Requires clean-up plans for waters that don’t meet
water quality standards (aka TMDLs).

•	 Funds important grant programs to help States/
Tribes maintain, enhance, and restore water quality.

•	 Helps communities build and upgrade wastewater
infrastructure through the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund (CWSRF) loan program.

•	 Provides opportunities for meaningful public en-
gagement.

WEEK 1 -  Highlight - SWQB Staff Interview 
Interested in learning more about Clean Water Act programs and what they do for New Mexico? 
Watch an interview video with Maryann McGraw, New Mexico’s SWQB Wetland Program Coor-
dinator. Maryann explains her heartfelt passion of creating New Mexico's sole Environment De-
partment Wetlands program from the ground up in 2003 and her expectations for Clean Water 
Programs for the next 50 years. She continues to provide vision and guide the program to ensure 
the program reflects the crucial role of wetlands and riparian areas in the west.

Public Involvement Highlight 
As part of the CWA50 celebration, the New Mexico Environment Department asked members of 
the public to share their stories about a special stream, river, lake, or wetland in New Mexico. 
These authored or anonymous stories were showcased during the “Month of Clean Water", and a 
few were selected to be highlighted in this issue of Clearing the Waters and are featured next.

CWA Infographic - view it - https://www.
env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-con-
tent/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/CWA-info-
BW-2022.9.21.png

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I47gUZHZrw
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/CWA-info-BW-2022.9.21.png
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/CWA-info-BW-2022.9.21.png
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/CWA-info-BW-2022.9.21.png
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/CWA-info-BW-2022.9.21.png
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Author - Katherine Tara

1. Contentment, joy, romance

2. The contentment of floating the Rio Grande with the people I love is unparalleled.

3. I celebrated my 26th birthday floating the Middle Rio Grande with the people I love.   

We shared a cherry pie from Sartori's Bakery and the tune of "Happy Birthday" drift    
ed over the river and through the bosque as we paddleboarded in the early morn-
ing sun. The cottonwoods turned out,their brilliant green leaves and the egrets fol-
lowed us from eddy to eddy. I have never had a more perfect birthday.

Art added by editor
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www.bearmountainlodge.com

continued on page 7

http://www.bearmountainlodge.com/
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John Bartlit continued from page 6

in front of her great stone fireplace. The topic was Whitewater Creek—a popular bird hangout and the 
site of the pollution that forced our lawsuit. McCormick ticked off three or four prized species found 
there. In our chat, their vivid names struck us as precise and catching. In court, the names struck the 
opposing force as brutal and baffling. 

Imagine: Two or three defense lawyers sit behind a grand table and quiz McCormick about her alleged 
use of the creek. Taking her sprightly lead, they are soon entangled with “...the chestnut-collared long-
spur, the horned lark, and the long-eared owl, maybe the sage thrasher.” 

At rates near $150 an hour (equating now to ~$300 an hour), the fancy questioners confer in a hush 
and scratch on pads, naked as jaybirds on McCormick’s turf. The court reporter struggles to spell the 
exotic names and keep a straight face. Thus, by a longspur was our arduous quest for legal standing 
won. 

I laugh in waves. First, at the big team hunkered down against a rush of bird life. I howl at the dangers 
of overreach that lurk in the rote v. the real. 

With rare simplicity, Myra McCormick showed us how to disenthrall ourselves. She did our species 
proud.

Left photo, Bear Mountain Lodge - current 
day photo - added by editor. 

Above photo, Kennecott Copper Smelter, 
Main Street Hurley in the late 1960's  - pho-
to added by editor. 
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Author - Maxine McReynolds
McReynolds Family Recent Water Memory: Sitting Bull Falls

1. Cleansing, togetherness, renewal.

2. Our busy modern lives -- dual career par-
ents, soccer, music, school, Covid, animal tend-
ing, elder care, special needs -- stretch our 
family out so tight sometimes that our souls 
cry out for renewal, and this renewal we find 
in small still moments like those when we sit 
together under a refreshing waterfall carried 
from a natural spring to the top of our heads.

3. Ours is a multicultural family with deep 
ties and connection to the land and the water 
of New Mexico. For example, most of us are 
connected as members of Powohgeh Owingeh 
which name is inextricably tied to the water as it means "where the water cuts through." Others 
of us have farmed or been parciantes on historic acequias. Sayah tells our children about when 
she was small and the Rio Grande ran clear, without silts and turbidity, and it was safe to wade 
through the river because she could see her feet and the bottom clearly. Like the river, life changes 
and grows more complex and we can lose clarity along the way. 

Today, we spend much of our time going to school, at our jobs, pursuing our sports or other activi-
ties, engaging in community, and supporting each other and family as best we can -- balancing 
all the demands of life. In the midst of this, we are together so much of the time yet somehow, so 
often, not really *together.* So we seek out family adventures that bring us cleansing, together-
ness, and renewal. As is the case for so many families, most often the cleansing, togetherness, and 
renewal happens where there is clean, refreshing, lovely New Mexico water.

Our most recent family adventure was a visit 
to Sitting Bull Falls. The day is perfect. It is 
warm enough to make the pool at the bottom 
of the falls and cascading water falling from 
above both inviting and refreshing. It is clear 
enough to make the water gleam and glisten. 
We swim out to under the falls, sitting together 
as the water from above falls onto our heads 
and bodies. Some of us also hike above to find 
still, quiet wetlands to savor. The spring wa-
ter, filtered through pools, wetlands, and other 
falls, is deeply refreshing in a way that is nearly 
impossible to describe. It makes our souls sing. 
Together--really together--we are renewed.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahUFrQPO7Q8&t=3s

continued on page 10
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htps://www.riogrand-

htps://www.riograndesierraclub.org/water-sentinels/
htps://www.riograndesierraclub.org/water-sentinels/
https://www.riograndesierraclub.org/water-sentinels/
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Enhance the health of rivers
River Stewardship Program 

Water Quality Management Planning
Clean Water Act 604 (B) Grant Program

Nonpoint Source Program
Planning & implementation of Watershed-
based plans

Clean Water State Revolving Fund
Wastewater facilities & more 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
Drinking water systems or other drinking water
projects

Did You Know?
NMED has funding available for many types
of Clean Water Projects from habitat
improvements to drinking water systems!

Outdoor Recreation Trails + Grants
Economic development, prosperity & wellness
grants for New Mexicans. 

Click on each box for more information!

https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/319-flyer-2022.pdf
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/RSP-flyer-2022.pdf
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/DWSRF-Financing.png
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/ORD-projects.pdf
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/09/604b-fact-sheet-2022.pdf
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/CWSRF-50th-CPB-4.png
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https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=6lT5W32xRN4&t=69s

continued on page 13

htps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lT5W32xRN4&t=69s
htps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lT5W32xRN4&t=69s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lT5W32xRN4&t=69s


continued from page 12
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; https://
w w w . f w s . g o v /
program/nation-
al-wetlands-in-
ventory/wetlands-
mapper. 

https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-cpntent/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/
lean-water-pledge-final.jpg

continued on page 14

https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-cpntent/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/lean-water-pledge-final.jpg
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-cpntent/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/lean-water-pledge-final.jpg
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2022/10/clean-water-pledge-final.jpg


continued from page 13
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https://ipcc.ch/about/

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-cycle/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
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Left photo, Meet and Greet 
event - SWQB staff on Octo-
ber 15, 2022 at Patrick Smith 
Park, Santa Fe.

Bottom left and below photo, SWQB staff interact-
ing with eager to learn fourth graders at the Rio 
Rancho Children's Water Festival on October 24-
25, 2022. 



NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, 
as required by applicable laws and regulations. NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning 
non-discrimination requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Part 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non- discrimination 
programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: 
	 Kathryn Becker, Non-Discrimination Coordinator    (505) 827-2855
	 New Mexico Environment Department 
	 1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050
	 P.O. Box 5469
	 Santa Fe, NM 87502
	 nd.coordinator@state.nm.us
If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination 
Coordinator identified above or visit our website at https://www.env.nm.gov/non-employee-discrimination-complaint-page to learn how and 
where to file a complaint of discrimination.
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https://nmenv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=a8ed0a8d
93224e21aba5cee5d6ed1911.

https://www.env.nm.gov/non-employee-discrimination-complaint-page
https://nmenv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=a8ed0a8d93224e21aba5cee5d6ed1911
https://nmenv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=a8ed0a8d93224e21aba5cee5d6ed1911



