New Mexico Environment Department
Surface Water Quality Bureau
River Stewardship Program

The River Stewardship Program is designed to enhance and restore the natural functions
of New Mexico’s streams and rivers by providing funds to plan, design, and construct
projects that improve surface water quality and/or river habitat statewide.

The objectives of the River Stewardship Program:

e Enhance the economic benefits of healthy river systems, such as improved recreation
opportunities to hunt, fish, float and view wildlife.

e Restore and maintain the hydrology of streams and rivers to better regulate flows and
reduce flooding downstream.

e provide match funds that ensure approximately $2.25 million per year in federal funds
are awarded to New Mexico under federal Clean Water Act programs for watersheds,
surface water quality and wetlands.
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What waters are eligible for funding?

All surface waters of the state as defined by New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC)
20.6.4.7 are eligible for funding. Contractors will perform services that include project
development, management, design, permitting, and construction/implementation of restoration
techniques, and pre-and post-implementation monitoring and reporting.
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