New Mexico Environment Department

ToTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS FOR THE
JEMEZ RIVER WATERSHED

What is a TMDL?  The New Mexico Environment Department-Surface

Water Quality Bureau (NMED-SWQB) conducted wa-
ter quality monitoring in the Jemez River Watershed in
2021-22 as part of a regular scheduled water quality
survey (summary report at https://www.env.nm.gov/
surface-water-quality/water-quality-monitoring/).

Fifteen stream reaches were determined to be im-
paired due to excess aluminum. Four stream reaches
were determined to be impaired due to excess E. coli
bacteria. Five stream reaches and two lakes were de-
termined to be impaired due to excess plant nutrients.
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TMDL NEXT STEPS

Stakeholder public outreach and involvement in the implementation of these
TMDLs will be ongoing. A Watershed-based Plan (WBP) is a written plan in-
tended to provide a long-range vision for various activities and management
of resources in a watershed. It includes opportunities for private landowners
and public agencies in reducing and preventing nonpoint source impacts to
water quality. The WBP is the Implementation Plan, or Phase Two of the
TMDL process. The completion of the TMDLs and WBP leads directly to the
development of on-the-ground projects to address surface water impair-
ments. SWQB can potentially provide Clean Water Act funding to assist in
the development of WBPs and on-the-ground projects. For impacts related
to point sources in the watershed, SWQB will continue to coordinate with
EPA Region 6 on the implementation of the TMDLs through the NPDES pro-
gram and permits issued in the watershed.

Avery Simpson, TMDL Writer

For more information on the New Mexico TMDL program, visit:
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/tmdl/ Avery.simpson@env.nm.gov or 505.479.2739




