I propose these surveys be conducted during a one week period at least once a year or more preferably twice a year and all sites conduct the survey within the same week or within a window of no more than three weeks.
 

The tables would be used in the following order:
 

Interview Table - This table would be used to obtain information from the truck driver.  It is important to obtain this information in order to get the best feel for where the solid waste was generated.
 

Survey Table - This table is used to conduct a "walk around".  The walk around is conducted by having the truck unload and then walk around the load noting the presence of the materials listed.  The walk around should go first clockwise completely around the load and then a walk completely around the load counter clock wise.  This method allows for inspection from different angles as well as it addresses the difference in lighting from different directions.  All of the materials that are present should be noted.  
 

Estimate Table - Once the walk around is completed the types of waste in the load are estimated.  Depending on the confidence of the person doing the estimating the load can be further subdivided to allow for as clear a picture of the load as possible.
 

I recommend that the survey be conducted on at least 10% of the loads entering the facility each day.  I would recommend that the loads selected be based on the number of each type of vehicle that comes to the site.  Also, if the facility receives five or less collection vehicles each day I would survey all of the vehicles and if the facility receives 40 or less loads a day that a minimum of 20% of the loads be sampled.  
 

Once the surveyor gets the hang of this it does not take long to conduct this type of survey.  I suggest this survey be done for three years straight.  Data will improve over time and it will also provide a very good basis for a statewide waste characterization study.  I do not believe the data collected in this survey will provide sufficient data at a high enough confidence level but it could provide data that will indicate potential opportunities and trends.  It is also important to note that this survey does require getting out of the truck and observing loads up close which is obviously not done at many, if any, facilities in the state.
