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Waste Characterization Working Group

Solid Waste Management Planning 


Stakeholder Meetings

July 7, 2005

Next meeting: September 12, 2005, from 1:30 -4:00, NM Roundhouse, Room 326.

Agenda for next meeting:  


Review the draft documents for the Waste Characterization section of the Management Plan.

Upcoming Deadlines:  By September 6, 2005 Jack Chappell will submit a draft template for reporting by landfills

By September 6, Auralie Ashley-Marx will submit a draft of sample local waste characterization plan for the report

By September 9, 2005, Gretchen Brewer will draft recommendations from the Waste Characterization Group for the Management Plan

Issues Discussed

In order to characterize the waste in the state, some preliminary work needs to be done in the next three years to ensure that the data collected through a full scale state-wide waste characterization study is complete.  The Waste Characterization working group proposes to delay a full scale state-wide waste characterization study until the next Solid Waste Management Plan (FY’09 – FY’12).

The Waste Characterization working group suggests that this next three years be utilized to:

· Firmly launch a diversion plan as established by the diversion working group;

· Encourage local landfills to begin to collect data on their municipal solid waste; and

· Encourage local landfills to establish diversion goals and work towards being able to measure these goals through their waste characterization data collection.

This will be done by taking the following action:

Solid Waste Management Plan

· Articulate the reasons why waste characterization is important and how it can provide useful information to local communities;

· Establish that local areas should characterize their data in their areas as either urban, rural or mixed based on census date; 

· Show a sample waste characterization report;

· Provide a template for local landfills to use to collect data using specified categories (one idea is to use the 12 master categories used in other states); and

· Require waste characterization plans and data collection in order for landfills to apply for state grants.

During the three years of this management plan, NMED will support the data gathering as follows:

· Assist local landfills to create simple waste characterization plan during the next three years

· Train local people on how to create waste characterization plans

· Standardize the reporting protocols so that data can be easily gathered

· Educate the practitioners through NMRC and SWANA

· Obtain $200,000 for a full scale waste characterization plan for FY’09 or FY’10.

Objectives for the next Solid Waste Management plan in 3 years (FY’09 – FY’12)

· Complete a full scale waste characterization study statewide
· Update reporting protocols to make the data a sophisticated tool for local use
· Create a tool using the waste characterization data to prove attainment of the diversion goals
· Identify other portions of the waste stream that could be diverted using waste characterization data
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