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Waste Characterization Working Group

Solid Waste Management Planning 


Stakeholder Meetings

October 4, 2005

Next meeting: November 14, 2005, from 9:00 – 10:00, Hazardous Waste Bureau.

Agenda for next meeting:  


Meet briefly to finalize the document for presentation at December 7, 2005 meeting.

To Do List

· Auralie created a working draft of the Waste Characterization part of the Management Plan.  This document will form the final report of the working group.  Auralie will combine the ideas raised at the meeting into a new draft document.

· Auralie will revise numbers on population/ tons and estimate of generation rate

· Keith will assist in completing the wasteshed map

· Jack and Auralie will work to combine the ideas outlined at the meeting into one document:  Jack’s proposed survey tool into Auralie’s document.

· Jack will review the list of categories for disposal stream to use in the survey tool

· Jack will provide an instruction sheet for using the waste composition forms

· Cassandra will send Jack weight/volume conversion rates

· Complete document for presentation on December 7, 2005

Key Points To be Shared at December 7, 2005 Meeting

Waste is increasing


5 -9 % recycling in New Mexico vs. 30% or more in about 30 other states

“Money” is “buried” in landfills and we should work to minimize this

List where we are in disposal tons – population/tons estimate

A map showing the various wastesheds is being created.  This can be used to reflect capacity, diversion, and could also help organize the subcomponents of the plan.


Simple charts should be in the document

Need to convert “cubic yards” into tons – provide a conversion chart.

The recent experience of the Navajo Nation in getting good data for a waste characterization plan could be used as an example of the difficulties that NM might expect.

Encourage counties to implement a tool to use to sample data:

Plan includes:


Driver interview


Walk around procedure to identify largest categories of waste in load


Estimate of various categories of waste in load

To encourage the use of the tool to sample data:


There could be a certification through SWANA for sampling techniques


NMED could provide technical assistance to do this


Could be hands – on training at the landfill/ transfer stations or field trips with the certification classes
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