RECOMMENDATIONS TO NMED / SWB TO ACCOMPLISH WITH EXISTING RESOURCES:

a. Implement a process to upgrade statewide waste management data systems needed to support long-term planning of disposal and diversion efforts and capacity needs. These efforts should include revising the Solid Waste Annual Report form and database, providing technical assistance, and including training modules in the Certification Courses for Landfill, Transfer Station, Composting, and Recycling Facility operators on proper data collection and reporting methods. (Chapter 3-7)
The Bureau has updated the Annual report form to aid in ease of reporting and also to collect better data.  The Bureau also has a new database that prevents double counting for more accurate data.  The Bureau offers training at each of the four certification courses offered.
b. Adopt the tier strategy of recycling priorities, with the objective of increasing access to recycling. (Chapter 4)
While not formally adopted (through our Rules or Act…this strategy has been adopted in the Recycling and Illegal Dumping grant program by giving higher priority to projects that address the top tier’s first.
c. Evaluate methodologies, models, voluntary reporting systems and databases already developed and tested to capture recycling and diversion information from the private sector, as well as small recycling operations and reuse programs, including volumes from composting operators, home composting, and non-municipal solid waste materials diverted for recycling or beneficial use. Allow construction and demolition debris (C&D) recycling and reuse to be counted as diversion. (Chapter 4)
Yikes! Much time and discussion has been spent on this in the Bureau.  First, we do now allow for C&D material to be counted as diversion.  We do capture data from municipal and commercial composters as well as small recycling business. We still cannot collect data from scrap metal businesses in the state.  We looked at ways to collect data from home retail stores, home composters, and voluntary reporting of other materials…however our database is not set up for data from non registered or permitted facilities.  To do this would be a major tweak of our database, or to get retail stores to register with the Bureau.
d. Promote, document, and track existing and potential source reduction programs in New Mexico, including reuse programs that intercept discards before they actually enter the solid waste stream. (Chapter 4)
This has not been done.
e. Prepare and maintain a current list of mercury lamp recyclers, and strongly encourage all businesses to recycle mercury-containing lamps. (Chapter 4)
The Bureau has a list of mercury lamp recyclers, and whenever possible strongly encourages any business that calls for information to recycle their bulbs through a mail back program or with a bulb crusher.  The General Services Division of state government now has a bulb crusher to recycle all bulbs coming from the 6 main state offices in Santa Fe.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO NMED / SWB TO ACCOMPLISH DEPENDING ON FUNDING AND / OR PARTNERSHIPS:

a. Provide initiatives for voluntary programs that increase a community’s access to recycling; take steps to marshal grants, incentives, and other resources; and elicit support from partner organizations, such as the New Mexico Municipal League and the New Mexico Association of Counties. (Chapter 4)
The Bureau has made the registration process for recycling and composting programs easier by removing the fees and length of a permit to just a registration.  This was done to encourage more programs starting up, and also to capture recycling numbers from these programs.  The Bureau has not elicited support from Municipal League or A.O.C

b. Coordinate with NMED Pollution Prevention’s Green Zia education and recognition programs in expanding private sector efforts to reduce quantities and toxicities of solid waste. (Chapter 4)
The Bureau works with the Pollution Prevention program whenever possible.  As this is a separate, focused program with funding, most opportunity stays with the Pollution Prevention program.
c. In collaboration with SWANA, expand the waste quality, screening, and segregation training modules in Landfill and Transfer Station Certification Courses. (Chapter 4)
Sections are now offered in the Landfill and Transfer station certification courses on waste diversion.
d. In collaboration with the Hazardous Waste Bureau and Pollution Prevention, conduct a study to evaluate the status and impacts of household hazardous waste (HHW) and conditionally exempt small quantity generators (CESQG), particularly in rural areas. Based on results, determine best practices, including a potential ban of these materials. If a ban is recommended, include an exemption for curbside haulers. (Chapter 4)
This has not been done.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT BOARD (EIB) OR LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS TO ACCOMPLISH WITH EXISTING RESOURCES:

a. Amend the Regulations to include further requirements for used motor oil, lead-acid batteries, and liquids, and for mercury-containing and other hazardous lamps that are currently listed as a universal waste, and that have not been previously addressed in New Mexico. (EIB—Chapter 4)
This has not been done.  
LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS TO ACCOMPLISH DEPENDING ON FUNDING:

a. Establish a HHW and CESQG Fund to help government units and generators implement management, collection, and recycling programs for hazardous items. (Chapter 4)
This has not been done.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE RECYCLING AND ILLEGAL DUMPING ALLIANCE TO ACCOMPLISH WITH EXISTING RESOURCES:

a. Adopt the tier strategy of recycling priorities in evaluating and awarding grants. Assure successfully-funded grant proposals are economically viable and sustainable in providing access to recycling. (Chapter 4)
The Alliance has adopted this strategy in the evaluation process for awarding grants.  The Alliance also strongly weighs the sustainability of projects in their consideration for funding.  The Alliance also had made a priority for increasing access to recycling.
b. Help SWB identify and pursue funding mechanisms, including existing funds, a New Mexico Recycling Grant Fund established through legislation and / or fees, revolving loans, and other financial resources. (Chapter 4)
A federal ARRA grant was awarded to NMED-SWB to increase access to recycling by funding three new hub and spoke infrastructure programs. However no other funding mechanisms have been looked at for long term funding.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE RECYCLING AND ILLEGAL DUMPING ALLIANCE TO ACCOMPLISH DEPENDING ON PARTNERSHIPS:

a. Partner with NMED / SWB, NMRC, SWANA and other interested parties to develop a statewide message campaign to advance environmentally sound solid waste management and diversion for New Mexico (same as Recommendations to NMED / SWB to Accomplish Depending on Funding and / or Partnerships).

This has not been done.
b. With NMRC and the Ad Hoc C&D Recycling Task Force, assist SWB in researching C&D material reuse and recycling potential and developing C&D recycling / reuse markets. (Chapter 4)
This has been done through the New Mexico Recycling Coalition through their C&D Recycling Task Force.

