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James H. Davis, Ph.D., Chief

Surface Water Quality Bureau JUN 03 2003
New Mexico Environment Department o
P. 0. Box 26110 SURFACE WATER
Santa Fe, NM 87502 QUALITY BUREAU

Dear Dr Davis:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received the final document Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Report for the Jemez River Watershed. Based on our review,
detailed in the enclosed documents, we conclude that the TMDLs listed below meet the

requirements found in Section 303 of the Clean Water Act and the implementing regulations at 40

CFR §130.7. EPA is therefore pleased to approve the loadings contained in the TMDLs listed
below.

Water Body Subsegment Number Pollutant of Concern
Sulphur Creek Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Conductivity and pH
above Redondo Creek Formerly 2106, MRG2-40100
Redondo Creek Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Temperature and Turbidity
Formerly 2106, MRG2-40000
San Antonio Creek Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Temperature and Turbidity
Formerly 2106, MRG2-40000
East Fork Jemez River Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Turbidity
' Formerly 2106, MRG2-30000
Jemez River Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Chronic aluminum
Formerly 2106, MRG2-20000
Rio Cebolla Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Stream bottom deposits
below Fenton Dam Formerly 2106, MRG2-20300
Rio Cebolla Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Stream bottom deposits and
above Fenton Dam Formerly 2106, MRG2-20400 Temperature
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Rio de las Vacas Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Temperature
Formerly 2106, MRG2-20200

Clear Creek Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Turbidity
Formerly 2106, NM-2106.A_54

Rio Penas Negras Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Stream bottom deposits and
Formerly 2106, MRG2-20230 Temperature

Rio Guadalupe Rio Grande 20.6.4.108 Chronic aluminum

Formerly 2106, MRG2-20100

- EPA also acknowledges that these loadings will be incorporated as updates to the
New Mexico Water Quality Management Plan. Please note that while included in the NMED
submittal, implementation plans are not required by current regulations, and this approval does
not address the existence or the adequacy of any implementation plans contained within this
submission. EPA is pleased to take formal action on the delisting request for Upper Vallecito
Creek (temperature) Rio Grande 20.6.4.107 (NM-2105.5_21) which is meeting current water
quality standards.

Please note that EPA is not taking action on the delisting request for the total
organic carbon (TOC) TMDLs for three sub-basins within the Jemez River Watershed.
On October 11, 2002 the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission removed TOC
numeric criterion from the New Mexico Standards for Interstate and Intrastate Surface Waters.
The Commission action on TOC has been submitted to EPA for review. We anticipate
completion of the review and action in the near future. Upon final EPA approval of the
submitted water quality standards change, EPA will take formal action on the delisting
request. See 40 C.F.R. § 131.21.

We commend your staff for the considerable effort that went into developing and

establishing these TMDLs. If you would like to discuss these approvals, please contact me
at (214) 665-7101 or Willie Lane of my staff at (214) 665-8460.
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Mi I. Flores
Director
Water Quality Protection Division
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