
20.6.4.9  OUTSTANDING NATIONAL RESOURCE WATERS: 
 A. Procedures for nominating an ONRW:  Any person may nominate a surface water of 
the state for designation as an ONRW by filing a petition with the commission pursuant to the 
guidelines for water quality control commission regulation hearings.  A petition to classify a surface 
water of the state as an ONRW shall include: 
                    (1)     a map of the surface water of the state, including the location and proposed upstream 
and downstream boundaries; 
                    (2)     a written statement and evidence based on scientific principles in support of the 
nomination, including specific reference to one or more the applicable ONRW criteria listed in 
Subsection B of this section; 
                    (3)     water quality data including chemical, physical or biological parameters, if 
available, to establish a baseline condition for the proposed ONRW; 
                    (4)     a discussion of activities that might contribute to the reduction of water quality in 
the proposed ONRW; 
                    (5)     any additional evidence to substantiate such a designation, including a discussion of 
the economic impact of the designation on the local and regional economy within the state of New 
Mexico and the benefit to the state; and 
                    (6)     affidavit of publication of notice of the petition in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the affected counties and in a newspaper of general statewide circulation. 
 B. Criteria for ONRWs:  A surface water of the state, or a portion of a surface water of 
the state, may be designated as an ONRW where the commission determines that the designation is 
beneficial to the state of New Mexico, and: 
                    (1)     the water is a significant attribute of a state gold medal trout fishery, national or 
state park, national or state monument, national or state wildlife refuge or designated wilderness area, 
or is part of a designated wild river under the federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act; or 
                    (2)     the water has exceptional recreational or ecological significance; or 
                    (3)     the existing water quality is equal to or better than the numeric criteria for protection 
of aquatic life uses, recreational uses and human health uses, and the water has not been significantly 
modified by human activities in a manner that substantially detracts from its value as a natural 
resource. 
 C. Pursuant to a petition filed under Subsection A of this section, the commission may 
classify a surface water of the state or a portion of a surface water of the state as an ONRW if the 
criteria set out in Subsection B of this section are met. 
 D. Waters classified as ONRWs: The following waters are classified as ONRWs: 
                    (1)     Rio Santa Barbara, including the west, middle and east forks from their 
headwaters downstream to the boundary of the Pecos Wilderness; and 
                    (2)     the waters within the United States forest service Valle Vidal special management 
unit including: 
                              (a)     Rio Costilla, including Comanche, La Cueva, Fernandez, Chuckwagon, 
Little Costilla, Holman, Gold, Grassy, LaBelle and Vidal creeks, from their headwaters downstream 
to the boundary of the United States forest service Valle Vidal special management unit; 
                              (b)     Middle Ponil creek, including the waters of Greenwood Canyon, from their 
headwaters downstream to the boundary of the Elliott S. Barker wildlife management area; 
                              (c)     Shuree lakes; 
                              (d)     North Ponil creek, including McCrystal and Seally Canyon creeks, from 
their headwaters downstream to the boundary of the United States forest service Valle Vidal special 
management unit; and  
                              (e)     Leandro creek from its headwaters downstream to the boundary of the 
United States forest service Valle Vidal special management unit. 
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