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January 18, 2002

Peter Maggiore, Chairman

New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission
P.O. Box 26110

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

Water Quality Management Plan Update

Dear Chairman Maggiore:

This letter is to inform you that the New Mexico Environment Department Surface Water
Quality Bureau (Bureau) is opening a 60-day public comment and review period for the New
Mexico Statewide Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP). This 60 day public comment and
review period begins on January 18, 2002 and runs through close of business March 19, 2002.
The New Mexico Water Quality Act, at § 74-6-4B (NMSA 1978) states that the New Mexico
Water Quality Control Commission (Commission) “shall adopt a comprehensive water quality
management program ....”" The procedures for major updates to the WQMP are found in the
Continuing Planning Process (CPP) document, pages 17-20, adopted by the Commission in July
1998. (Note the CPP can be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/OOTS/1998 Continuing Planning Process.pdf).

Included in the packet today is a Compact Disk with the Draft WQMP, and a Microsoft®
PowerPoint® presentation that provides a summary discussion of the Bureau’s approach to this
comprehensive update. Also included are a number of additional documents for reference and
background. All files are in Adobe® Acrobat® “pdf” format. A copy of the Draft WQMP will be
placed on the Environment Department’s website (http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/) for public
access during the comment period.

The Draft WQMP document has been designed for placement on the Internet to increase public
availability. While the document can be read from a “hard copy,” electronic review in
conjunction with an Internet browser will allow the reader to take advantage of many embedded
hyperlinks designed to provide quick access to references and additional information.

As you will see in the PowerPoint® summary, public meetings have been scheduled at four
locations around the state. The Bureau will approach the Commission during the regularly
scheduled meeting in March 2002 to provide an update of this public review and comment
period, which will close on March 19, 2002. The Bureau will approach the Commission at the
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regularly scheduled meeting in April 2002 to request final review and approval of the WQMP, or
to schedule a public hearing if warranted by the procedures specified in the CPP.

If you do not have Adobe® Acrobat® Reader software already on your computer, you may still
view the documents by following the attached instructions. If you have any questions or wish to
discuss this approach, please to do not hesitate to contact me at 505-827-0187. Thank you.

Sincerely,

James H. Davis, Ph.D.
Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Computer Compact Disk
Instructions to Open files

cc: Water Quality Control Commissioners
Maria Voyles, WQCC Secretary
Tracy Hughes, Acting Counsel for the WQCC



Instructions and Explanations for the WQMP CD

All files on the CD are in are in Adobe® Acrobat “pdf” format. If you do not already have the
Acrobat® Reader® on your computer you may obtain a free copy of the program at the following
website:

http://www.adobe.com/prodindex/acrobat/readstep.html

The file: “Letter to WQCC.pdf” is an electronic version of the transmittal letter of the draft
document to WQCC Chairman Maggiore.

The file: “WQCC Briefing Presentation.pdf” is a PowerPoint® style presentation that presents
background information. The file should be opened with Adobe® Reader®.

The file: “Draft WQMP.pdf™ is the proposed revision of the Statewide Water Quality
Management Plan that is presented for consideration.

After public participation and adoption by the WQCC, the WQMP must be approved by the
EPA. The file: “EPA Tech Approval.pdf” is a copy of a letter from EPA following their
preliminary review of the draft revisions indicating that they are “technically acceptable” for
approval as required by the federal Clean Water Act.

The file named “1988 Version of WQMP(unverified).pdf” is a “copy” of the (last) 1988 version
of the Water Quality Management Plan compilation of the various work elements. This
document is provided for general reference only. The document had to be recreated
electronically as many of the elements were not available in electronic format due to their age.
Recent changes to the Management Plan (e.g., TMDLs adopted since 1999) are not reflected in
this compilation.

The file named “Old Element _Discussion Table.pdf” is a table created by the Bureau briefly
discussing reasons for proposed actions regarding the old Work Elements.

The file “40cfr130.pdf” has been provided as a convenience. Title 40 Part 130 of the Code of
Federal Regulations sets forth the minimum federal requirements for a state’s Water Quality
Management Plan. In the draft document, the regulation is frequently referred to and excerpts
and citations have been incorporated into the draft document. The regulation in its entirety is
presented in this file as a reference.



