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Notice that the New Mexico Environment Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau is reviewing a draft Letter of Permission (LOP) for Excavation Activities proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the purpose of preparing a State Certification or denial of the LOP pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act, and opportunity for public comment
Pursuant to the Federal Clean Water Act, Section 404 (CWA), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is in the process of preparing a proposed Letter of Permission (LOP) procedure for authorizing certain excavation activities in all waters of the U.S. located within the state of New Mexico. The purpose of this procedure is to expedite Section 404 authorization for the excavation activities when they would not pose substantial adverse individual or cumulative impacts on the aquatic environment. A project description and details concerning the project are available at

http://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgramandPermits/PublicNotices.aspx
This Notice serves to notify the public that the New Mexico Environment Department (Department), Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) will consider issuing certification under Section 401 of the CWA. The purpose of certification is to reasonably ensure that the permitted activities will comply with applicable New Mexico water quality standards, including the anti-degradation policy, and the statewide water quality management plan. This Notice is also posted on the SWQB website at 

http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swqb/WQA/Notice/
The Department will accept written comments regarding the state certification of the draft LOP until 5:00 p.m. MDT on June 12, 2016. The Department will consider all comments timely received in its preparation of the state certification. Comments may be submitted electronically or by hard copy to:

Abraham J. Franklin

Program Manager, Watershed Protection Section

Surface Water Quality Bureau

New Mexico Environment Department

PO Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469

Phone: 505-827-2793

fax: 505-827-0160 
abraham.franklin@state.nm.us
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