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// November 3,2005 

u We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosolRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our Iivestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

-are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in vioIatjon of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Ofice of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosoRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the VilIage of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico,Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the aiequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

-.are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

PIease sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extr&ely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 
are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to corre~t'this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMFiD, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico. Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion' dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who pIay near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

a r e  concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Rujdoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive - 

credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 

C 
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Please sign and write address Iegibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name , Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 
' I  
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 
are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions fiom the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Rgdoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosolRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico. Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

- are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
aLready significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluentfrom that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 

i.gVkcn( m A a , ~  nry f i d  SLI? TI~W;G R/M Rf3.rI 
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Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosoIRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water QuaIity Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

.are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that . . 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was \*...$ 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
/ h s / ~ e  @/Y@&--$ 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosoRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion darns and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

-are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem beforethe 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to hjgh pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mouniain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

-are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. . . 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . . A Printed Name Address City State Zip Ernail 



Nov 10 05 03:lOp Grindstone Graphics 

November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system. serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health bf our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount &sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 
are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 20022003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . . Printed Name Address City State Zip Ernail 

I. /4,& . c. - LLJ! /TAG-I d m  J 7 2  t m  WS- Zdx//r< AIM $B~J#/ 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosoIRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New MexicoWater Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are e ~ t r e ' ~ e l ~  concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

-are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Rujdoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
dready significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name/ . . . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 
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Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 
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DIANA DAVIS PAGE 02 

November 3,2005 

We, ~e undersigned of the Rio RuidosolRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NIVED). According to tesr results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the: health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and aceqnia system. 

The xesidents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extre&cly concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision, We 
are concerned that the additional effluent will furthw stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial, start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations i s  very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of  Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley tesidents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the Start Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It i s  
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stteam and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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DIANA DAVIS 
PAGE 03 

November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio RuidosolRio Hondo Valley, are concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (?&ED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant mates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are extremely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being teated at thjs plant from additional sources such as the h of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

- are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initial start-up and,,according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Rujdoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidoso take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to che health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the Office of the State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a stream and put valley residents at risk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 
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November 3,2005 

We, the undersigned of the Rio Ruidoso/Rio Hondo Valley, arc concerned for our health, 
safety and welfare due to high pollutant levels found in these waters by the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED). According to test results recently released by the 
NMED, waters downstream of the Village of Ruidoso sewage treatment plant have nutrient 
and bacteria levels that are in violation of the State of New Mexico Water Quality Standards. 
The poor water quality in the Rio Ruidoso resulting from water released by the sewage 
treatment plant creates unacceptable odors and has contributed to algae blooms that adversely 
affect the diversion dams and gates of the acequia system serving the residents of the Valley. 
Moreover, we fear for the health of our children who play near the river and the effects on 
our livestock and domestic animals that drink from the river and acequia system. 

The residents of the Valley have expressed concern over the issue for at least 15 years. We 
are ext.r&ely concerned that the current problems will be exacerbated by the increased 
amount of sewage being treated at this plant from additional sources such as the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods, the Travel Center, and the pipeline from the Palmer Loop Subdivision. We 

. are concerned that the additional effluent will further stress the sewage treatment plant that 
has not operated correctly from its initid start-up and, according to NMED test results, was 
in violation of water quality standards 66% of the time in 2002-2003. The level and 
frequency of violations is very likely to increase with the current additions from the Village 
of Ruidoso and the City of Ruidoso Downs and the Mescalero Reservation. We respectively 
request that the Village of Ruidmo take immediate action to correct this problem before the 
already significant threat to the health of Valley residents gets even worse. Since the Village 
of Ruidoso has been releasing such polluted water we also believe they should not receive 
credit from the mce ofthe State Engineer for the effluent from that sewer plant. It is 
ludicrous for them to receive credit for destroying a smam and put valley residents at dsk. 

Please sign and write address legibly or your name won't be counted. 

Name . . Printed Name Address City State Zip Email 

/ 



NMED/SWQB Response:  The Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) understands 
your concern and appreciates your commitment to improving the health of the 
watershed in your community.  The SWQB believes that the monitoring, assessment, 
TMDL development, and watershed protection activities should be in the best interest of 
the target watershed.  SWQB works collaboratively with stakeholders, such as federal, 
tribal, state, and local governments, local businesses, and point source dischargers in 
the watershed, as well as local citizen and interest groups to help protect and improve 
the biological, chemical, and physical integrity of surface waters in the State of New 
Mexico. 
 
The current designated uses for the perennial reaches of the Rio Ruidoso downstream 
of U.S. Highway 70 include fish culture, coldwater aquatic life, irrigation, livestock 
watering, wildlife habitat, and secondary contact (NMAC 20.6.4.208).  The SWQB is not 
the ultimate decision-making authority with regards to whether or not the wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP) will expand or how the Village of Ruidoso, Ruidoso Downs, or 
private landowners choose to develop their land.  However, taking the design capacity 
of the WWTP into consideration, the SWQB can provide maximum allowable effluent 
concentrations that will be protective of the river and that ensure the river’s designated 
uses will be supported.   
 
The SWQB will be conducting another intensive survey of the Rio Hondo watershed in 
2011 to monitor and assess multiple biological, chemical, and physical water quality 
parameters of the perennial surface waters in this watershed.  If the data from this 
survey indicate impairments then new TMDLs will be written accordingly. 
 
The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program is 
responsible for the protection of surface water quality throughout the State by regulating 
point source discharges, such as WWTPs, to surface watercourses.  Since the 
program’s inception, EPA Region 6 based in Dallas, TX has administered the program 
in New Mexico with assistance and oversight by the SWQB Point Source Regulation 
Section.  New Mexico is currently pursuing state authorization for the program.  Federal 
laws provide EPA with various methods of taking enforcement actions against violators 
of permit requirements. Equally important is how the general public can enforce permit 
conditions. The facility monitoring reports are public documents, and the general public 
can review them. If any member of the general public finds that a facility is violating its 
NPDES permit, that member can independently start a legal action.  
 
Comments regarding water rights and water credits need to be directed to Office of the 
State Engineer (OSE) and the Interstate Stream Commission (ISC).  The OSE and the 
ISC are separate but companion agencies charged with administering the state's water 
resources. The agencies have jurisdiction over the supervision, measurement, 
appropriation and distribution of essentially all surface and ground water in New Mexico, 
including streams and rivers that cross state boundaries. 
 
 
 



Comment Set B: 
Robert L. Trimble  

COE Ranch 
Glencoe, NM 

 
(PDF of letter received inserted) 
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ROBERT L. TRIMBLE 
COE RANCH 

P.O. Box 5 
Glencoe, NM 88324 

October 20, 2005 
SURFACE 1 ,':.TEG 
QUALITY Ltriic/-,li 

NMED SWQB 
Attn: Heidi Henderson 
Room N2163 
P.O. Box 261 10 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Re: Ruidoso's Sewage Treatment Plant 

Dear Ms. Henderson: 

Our ranch is located approximately 15 miles northeast ofthe Ruidoso sewage treatment plant. 
We have cattle, horses and domestic animals on our ranch and approximately 1 mile of the Ruidoso 
River runs through there. I can testify personally that the water quality in the river is horrible. 
Sometimes, particularly in the dryer seasons, it is unuseable. It smells and is so polluted that we use 
well water to water our livestock. We have 83 acres of senior water rights which we paid dearly for 
and because of the actions of the Village of Ruidoso, we are often times unable to use them without 
going to the expense of operating electric pumps for subsurface water. I find it incredulous that the 
Village of Ruidoso can knowingly violate the law and continue to do so with impunity. I urge you 
to keep the state standards as they are and not make an exception. I also urge you to enforce the 
current standards and get Ruidoso in compliance with state law. 

I paid a lot of money for my ranch and one of the main factors in my purchasing it and paying 
the price I did was having access to water. I resent being denied that access by pollution from the 
Village of Ruidoso. The Village of Ruidoso has been totally irresponsible in their development 
planning by allowing more and more development when they knew that their sewage treatment plant 
did not have the capacity to handle it. It is unfair for me to pay for their stupidity. 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Trimble 



NMED/SWQB Response:  The Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) understands 
your concern and appreciates your commitment to improving the health of the 
watershed in your community.  Under Section 303(d)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA), 
states are required to develop a list of waters within a state that are not in compliance 
with water quality standards and establish a total maximum daily load (TMDL) for each 
pollutant.  Once implemented, the nutrient TMDLs are designed to protect the stream by 
maintaining water quality standards and fully supporting the designated uses, such as 
coldwater aquatic life, irrigation, livestock watering, and wildlife habitat, throughout the 
stream reach.   
 
In regards to your comment about the state standards, target nutrient loads for the Rio 
Ruidoso were calculated based on the critical 4Q3 low-flow values, a segment-specific 
numeric criterion for total phosphorus (NMAC 20.6.4.208), and a numeric translator for 
total nitrogen based on the algal growth potential assay and appropriate nitrogen to 
phosphorus ratios (see Section 5.1 for details). The maximum allowable effluent 
concentrations and waste load allocations calculated in the TMDL will be used to design 
a revised National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for the 
Ruidoso/Ruidoso Downs wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).   
 
The NPDES permit program is responsible for the protection of surface water quality 
throughout the State by regulating point source discharges, such as WWTPs, to surface 
watercourses.  Since the program’s inception, EPA Region 6 based in Dallas, TX has 
administered the program in New Mexico with assistance and oversight by the SWQB 
Point Source Regulation Section.  New Mexico is currently pursuing state authorization 
for the program.  Federal laws provide EPA with various methods of taking enforcement 
actions against violators of permit requirements. Equally important is how the general 
public can enforce permit conditions. The facility monitoring reports are public 
documents, and the general public can review them. If any member of the general 
public finds that a facility is violating its NPDES permit, that member can independently 
start a legal action.  
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