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i \Né f"_have four components:
_,_# ~ 1 Uses (designated, existing or attainable)
~ 2. Criteria to protect the uses

3. Antidegradation provisions

4. Implementation procedures
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rlrr\ aviewead: L oa Teaicallv:
adl e review thelr WQS at least every
/~ alis — triennial review.

> [N the Water Quality Control Commission
— _.Qﬁ CC) IS the approval authority for revisions to

. The most recent WQS amendments became
effective in May 2005, July 2005 and February
2006.




. - -
Overview (cont'd —

= e

JI'-< C “E h fl*r\—‘.‘ icreluielacl elaciciciziiiole \\v,.-,.:, oo
UStill; dlng National Resource \Waters or
OJ\J <v\: =

' — il
=3 --f.'.' =

—'__- i-l'_l =

._@' Santa Barbara within Pecos Wilderness

— Waters within the Valle Vidal Special
- Management Unit
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BRI e Qe OESIgates Waters as ONRWE,
JEESRandicriteria for those waters do not change.
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= ‘However, ONRWSs fall under the most
== trlngent provisions of the state’s

-—u—__.—.-

= antldegradatlon policy (20.6.4.8

- ~— NMAC).
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Th e cOEntNIVIWOS antidegradation policy language states for
ONFYYS
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“Ne) f/r'c anation, shall be. allowed. in high quality waters

/25l jared by, the commission as outstanding national
JE5 urce waters (ONRWS).”
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fhis language was consistent with a previous version of EPA’s
_-—"'* : antldegradatlon language.

“In 1983, EPA revised the regulation to allow some degradation in
ONRWS.



N are Antldegradatlon Poli

Changes ‘N'éeded’) (conf"d)

=P \\/\/O andboek states:

e gulatlon feguires water guality to be maintained and
ororegzen ONRWS. EPA interprets this provision to mean
HeMEnWIeIIncreased discharges to ONRWS and no new or
lelieased discharge to tributaries to ONRWS that would result
m jeWerwater guality in the ONRWS. T7he only exception to
! fﬁl’ahlb/tl()ﬂ as ajscussed in the preambole to the. Water
“'6 ety Standards Regulation (48 F.R. 51402), permits States
= [0 dllow some. limited activities that result in temporary and
- Short-term changes in the water qguality of ONRVY. Such
= activities must not permanently degrade water quality or
result in water guality lower than that necessary to protect
the existing uses in the ONRW.”

o

| L



Why.are Antldegradatlon Policy/ ™~ .a-—

Changes—!NEeded? (con

NIVRSEVEIRTEVised 1tS WQS language.
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T here'for' VWS are more restrictive than EPA.
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-J---~\Uﬁt e'designation of ONRWSs in NM, the “no
— degradation” language within NM’s Antidegradation
' — Policy could prohibit watershed restoration projects that
are needed to maintain the “long-term” physical,

chemical and biological integrity of ONRWS.



SWOB' Propoesal
Allow tirlelgfegrezls eifetirplsrzlgeesig s
JEEdatenrol the phaysical; chemical or
gIeiBoIcal integrty of an ONRW. ifi the
degra._r-'l is:

Temporary and short-term

——

S Necessary to restore or maintain the physical,

= chemical or biological integrity of the ONRW

® Consistent with the objectives of 20.6.4.6 NMAC
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\LJJLIJE ;_21 2006 and' solicited comments
iflfoLl gr 'mid-September.
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= < Bas d on comments, the draft was revised.

® The current draft is dated December 18, 2006
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MG IEGE teoIrestrictive — nclude other activities as
allovvecL y EPA Handnook.

@ BONCEN about noew: proposed changes would affect land
m,; A0EMENt agency maintenance, restoration or
Ergency activities; and MOAs with Designated

— -"--'-, _ aﬂagement Agencies.

- ® [ anguage not restrictive enough. Apply exception only
for watershed restoration projects. Approve on a case-
Py-case basis.
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JAdd or de ine'a procedure to specify cumulative effects.
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Atlclgf e me a precedure for project review and
ZPprovel:
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5: mpha5|ze Importance of watershed management
Ihrough management plans and projects (within

statement of basis).

1—'\.
iy —

* |nclude a variance procedure in WQS.
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le rJr\ that temporary |mpa|rment may be necessary by
@' “permanent” before “water quality”.
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'- = ﬁ_d “perm|55|ble before “temporary” to emphasize

permlssmlllty of certain types of projects in paragraph
— 3(0).

e Use “shall” instead of “may” in paragraph 3(b) and
statement of basis.
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Plepesed Revisions to Address C NES;
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— Imlej-* iherapplicant demonstrates that longer-term degradation

[SPY L_s_'sary to restore or maintain the water guality of an
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=——Re Tove Specific types of activities that may fall under
f*’* “temporary and short-term”
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~ & Specify that each incidence of temporary and short-term
degradation must be approved on a case-by case basis.
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Rlepesed Revisions to‘AddLe-Sﬁg)@ehg_l >
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an approvall process that incorporates existing
ns and procedures:

emmission if subject to 20.6.4.16 NMAC,
-Department 0]

~* a De5|gnated Management Agency pursuant to a
= * memorandum of agreement between the Designated
= Z*_; -~ Management Agency and the Department.
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Broposed Revisions to Addressge
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Acle] 21 rler Anaral Aot o Desianated™

Mg},r gement Agency” (DMA)

) \/Ir deflned Py EPA in 40 CFR 130.9(d)
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= Xamples oft DMAs could include the US Forest
.+§£_._-:- *erV|ce or Bureau of Land Management

== :
-~ -DMA designations are addressed in Work Element 5

of the Statewide Water Quality Management Plan

-A DMA would be reguired to operate within the scope
of a MOA with the SWQOB
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e Jl\j must apPpProVve projects using a case-by-case
re\/Jew 2=

~r).r,g_ Cts must e monitored to ensure BMPs are
e fectlve
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— NMED retains full enforcement authority to ensure
' compliance with water quality standards
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> SWOE WJI hevise its draft petition based on comments
regerec _T ‘today’s public meeting.
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.--augz = WI|| e asked to set a hearing date at Its
== aﬁuary9 2007 meeting.
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_ Péssible IHearing Date: April 2007
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