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NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT, SURFACE WATER QUALITY BUREAU  
HOLDS PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS PROPOSED CHANGES  

TO NEW MEXICO WATER QUALITY STANDARDS - ANTIDEGRADATION PROVISIONS 
 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING 

The New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED) Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) invites the public 
to attend a meeting on Tuesday, December 19th, 2006 (4pm-6pm) to discuss a "public discussion draft" of 
changes to the antidegradation policy of the New Mexico Water Quality Standards.  The meeting will be held at the 
South Capitol Complex, Harold Runnels Building Auditorium, 1190 St. Francis Drive in Santa Fe. 
 
The NMED will consider comments received at the meeting and then prepare a petition to the Water Quality 
Control Commission (WQCC or commission) to begin the formal rulemaking process. The NMED is 
focusing on   20.6.4.8 NMAC Paragraph A(3) which currently states: “No degradation shall be allowed in 
high quality waters designated by the  commission  as outstanding national resource waters (ONRWs)." 
 
The NMED currently proposes to modify this provision to allow, under certain circumstances, the 
degradation of water quality of an ONRW. The degradation would be allowed only if: 
• the degradation is temporary and short-term, and 
• the project causing the degradation is approved by the WQCC for piscicide application or by the NMED for 

watershed restoration projects. 
 
This change to allow temporary and short-term degradation in ONRWs is consistent with the federal 
antidegradation program as it has evolved overtime. 
 
A public discussion draft of the proposed changes is available on the SWQB website: 
http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swqb/Standards/20.6.4.8NMAC08-21-06.pdf. 
If you prefer a copy be mailed to you, contact Tim Michael at 505-476-3799. 
 
Persons having a disability and needing help in being a part of this public process should contact Judy Bentley, 
NMED Human Resources Manager at 505-827-9872 at least 10 days before the event. 
 
  
For more information, please contact Tim Michael (505-476-3799) or Marcy Leavitt (505-827-2795).  


