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Triennial Review of Water Quality Standards 
Highlights of Discussion Draft 

August 2008 
 
The New Mexico Environment Department initiated the triennial review of the Standards for 
Interstate and Intrastate Surface Waters (20.6.4 NMAC) with the release of a discussion draft of 
proposed amendments on August 11, 2008. The full text of the Department’s proposals and Basis 
for Change are available at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/SWQB/Standards/index.html. Major 
proposals are highlighted here.  
 
Statewide Proposals 
 
• Narrative Biocriterion (20.6.4.13.M) 

Add a narrative criterion to protect biological integrity. EPA expects states to incorporate 
biocriteria into their water quality standards. NMED has already established a biological 
monitoring program and now proposes a narrative biocriterion.  Biocriteria rely on direct 
measurement of the health of the aquatic biological community. 
 

• New Public Water Supply Use (20.6.4.7) 
Change the designated use “municipal water supply” to “public water supply” to encompass all 
public water systems, including those not operated by municipalities.  The change results in the 
addition of this designated use to several segments: 20.6.4.105, 106, 107, 109, 114, 115, 119, 
120, 123, 217, 304, 305, 306, 407 and 409. 
 

• New Coolwater Aquatic Life Use (20.6.4.7, 900.H) 
Add a coolwater aquatic life use to better address intermediate species and transitional waters 
that are common in New Mexico. Numerous waters are dominated by fish species with 
intermediate temperature tolerances, and many waters host combinations of cold, cool and 
warmwater fish at different times of the year.  
 

• Revised Domestic Water Supply Criteria (20.6.4.900.J) 
Revise domestic water supply criteria to match safe drinking water standards (MCLs) where 
they exist. Where no MCL has been established, apply a criterion based on the health risks of 
ingesting only water rather than on the health risks of ingesting water and fish. Domestic water 
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supply criteria apply to small, non-public water systems that do not provide treatment except 
for disinfection. 
 

• Revised Standards for Unclassified Ephemeral, Intermittent and Perennial Waters 
(20.6.4.11.H, 15.D, 97, 98, 99) 
Revise the designated uses and criteria in response to EPA comments on amendments adopted 
during the last triennial review. The proposal presumes the waters are “fishable/swimmable” 
under the Clean Water Act unless a use attainability analysis demonstrates otherwise. A 
hydrology protocol for distinguishing among these waters is being developed and will facilitate 
the UAA process for ephemeral waters.  
 

• Revised Segment Descriptions to Exclude Tribal Waters (20.6.4.100-899) 
Revise the descriptions of classified waters to exclude tribal waters because the state does 
not have jurisdiction over tribal waters. 
 

• New/Revised Criteria Based on EPA Updates (20.6.4.900.J) 
Add aquatic life criteria for diazinon and nonylphenol. Update domestic water supply and human 
health-organism only criteria for chlorobenzene, cyanide, 1,2-dichlorobenzene, 1,4-
dichlorobenzene, 1,1-dichloroethylene, 1,3-dichloropropene, endrin, ethylbenzene, gamma-BHC 
(lindane), hexachlorocyclopentadiene, toluene, 1,2-transdichloroethylene, 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene 
and vinyl chloride. 
 

• Clarification of Designated Contact Uses (20.6.4.100-899) 
Change the “secondary contact” designated use to “primary contact” where the associated 
criteria protect for primary contact. The practice of designating secondary contact leads the 
public to believe waters are not adequately protected and makes it difficult to decipher what 
contact use the water quality supports. 
 

• Simplified Statement of Numeric Criteria (20.6.4.97-899) 
List only segment-specific criteria in sections 97-899 to avoid repetition and possible sources 
of confusion. Refer to the numeric criteria in section 900 to the extent possible. 

 
Segment-Specific Proposals 
 
• Criteria for plutonium, americium and tritium to protect public water supplies on the Santa 

Fe and Albuquerque reaches of the Rio Grande (20.6.4.105, 106 and 114) 
Add health-based criteria for these radionuclides that could migrate from Los Alamos National 
Lab to waters soon to serve large populations along the Rio Grande.   

 
• Benchmarks to prevent salinity increases in the Lower Pecos River (20.6.4.52) 

Establish a policy of preventing salinity (TDS) increases on the Lower Pecos River in order to 
protect existing and designated uses. Current conditions are represented by flow-weighted 
annual average concentrations at Santa Rosa, Artesia and Malaga. The proposal is modeled on 
the approach used by the Colorado River Salinity Control Forum. 
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• Revised boron criterion on the Pecos River below Malaga (20.6.4.201) 
Raise the boron criterion for irrigation use from 750 to 2,000 μg/L. 

 
• Pre-2005 aquatic life designations for the Dry Cimarron and Corrumpa Creek (20.6.4.701, 

702 and 310) 
Revert to the pre-2005 designated aquatic life uses and criteria. The 2005 amendments were 
not approved by EPA.  

 
• New pH criteria for Lower Sulphur Creek (20.6.4.108) 

Set the pH range for the lowermost mile of Sulphur Creek to 2.0-8.8, due to the influence of 
naturally acidic source springs.  

 
• New contact use for Pecos Arroyo (20.6.4.221) 

Change the contact use from secondary to primary. EPA did not approve the secondary 
designation adopted in 2005. A draft use attainability analysis concludes primary contact is 
attainable.   
 

• New classified segments in the Zuni River Basin (20.6.4.451-452) 
Classify the waters of the Rio Nutria watershed above Zuni Pueblo, including protection for the 
state-listed Zuni bluehead sucker, and classify Ramah Lake.  

 
• New classified segment for Lake Farmington (20.6.4.409) 

Classify the waters of Lake Farmington (Beeline Reservoir), the municipal reservoir for 
Farmington. 
 
 

The Department invites the public to submit written comments on the Discussion Draft by Tuesday, 
September 30 to pamela.homer@state.nm.us (preferred) or to:  
 
Pamela Homer, Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
Surface Water Quality Bureau  
PO Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
Phone 505-827-2822 
Fax 505-827-0160 
 


