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Re:  Revision to New Mexico’s Continuing Planning Process
Dear Mr. Greene:

On December 14, 2004, the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) adopted
revisions to the New Mexico Continuing Planning Process (CPP). More specifically, the WQCC
revised the CPP to include new Antidegradation Policy Implementation Procedures. The revised
CPP is herewith submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review and
approval in accordance with Clean Water Act requirements.

By letter dated January 23, 2001 (signed by Sam Becker, Acting Water Quality Protection
Division Director) EPA, in its Record of Decision (ROD), partially disapproved New Mexico’s
water quality standards triennial review submittal dated January 31, 2000. The State has
previously submitted, and EPA has approved, corrective actions for all but one deficiency
outlined in the ROD regarding implementation of the State’s antidegradation policy; i.e.,
adoption of “specific procedures that ensure that activities that pose significant degradation are
reviewed and preliminary determinations are documented and subjected to public review” (see
pages 6 & 7 of the 2001 letter). The WQCC’s December 14, 2004 action should bring resolution
to the last corrective measure required by EPA.

Development of this document has been tracked and published on the New Mexico Environment
Department’s website at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swgb/cpp/index.html since the beginning
of public review. The final document and supporting information are now available on the
website. Questions regarding the Antidegradation Policy Implementation Procedure may be
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directed to Marcy Leavitt [(505) 827-2795], or Glenn Saums [(505) 827-2827] of the New
Mexico Environment Department’s Surface Water Quality Bureau. The Water Quality Control
Commission looks forward to EPA’s prompt review and approval of this document.

Attachment:
Revisions to the NM CPP

cc: Russell Nelson, EPA Region 6 Watershed Management Section (6WQ-EW)





