6. GALLERY OF COMMON INVASIVE PLANTS

Trees and shrubs

Salt cedar seedlings grow in exactly the same places as cottonwoods
or willows—wet, sunny soil, often along riverbanks and on sandbars
and islands. The other trees are more likely to sprout in the shelter
of other plants, a little ways away from the stream itself, and they
do not require full sunlight or completely saturated soil. As with
any invasive plant, they are likely to sprout in places where existing
plants have been disturbed by something. All these trees will sprout
back very vigorously from cut stumps and roots left in the soil.

Herbaceous plants

Purple loosestrife is a true wetland-obligate plant that is spreading
in New Mexico in the same places as, and even among, cattails. It
requires very wet soil and can tolerate some permanent standing

water. In these conditions it can spread explosively.

Leafy spurge, perennial pepperweed, thistles, and toadflaxes are
all plants that require the moisture of riparian areas but do not
need completely saturated soil, and grow in slightly drier places
than purple loosestrife. As with all invasive plants, they are especially
likely to sprout where existing plants have been disturbed.
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Russian knapweed is one of the most difficult invasives to control.
Pulling and cutting alone are ineffective, because its main mode of
reproduction is sprouting from buds on its creeping root system,
which will seek moisture as deep as 75 feet. Seek professional help

to control this increasingly common invasive weed.

Herbaceous plants (cont.)

Cheatgrass, along with the knapweeds and starthistles, require the
least water of any of the invasive plants shown here, and may occur
farther from streams and open water. In fact, they are often found
in rangelands far from anything riparian. Nonetheless, they thrive
in moist riparian areas and are a rapidly increasing threat there.
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