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Russian olive [6.b]
Eleagnus angustifolia

Tree of heaven [6.d]
Alianthus altissima

Salt cedar [6.a]
Tamarix spp.

Leafy spurge [6.g]
Euphorbia esula

Perennial pepperweed 
(or Whitetop) [6.h]
Lepidium latifolium

Siberian elm [6.c]
Ulmus pumila

You already recognize these familiar banes of the bosque, right? Here are 
what the seedlings and sprouts look like so you can manage them before 
they get out of hand.

Siberian elm spreads prolifi cally 
from seed and sprouts from its 
roots. � e seeds are even edible, 
if you gather them in the spring 
when they are green and tender.

Don’t overlook these invaders. 
In New Mexico, they are not
as common as salt cedar, Russian 
olive or Siberian elm, but they 
can spread very rapidly. 

Trees and shrubs 

Salt cedar seedlings grow in exactly the same places as cottonwoods 
or willows—wet, sunny soil, often along riverbanks and on sandbars 
and islands. � e other trees are more likely to sprout in the shelter 
of other plants, a little ways away from the stream itself, and they
do not require full sunlight or completely saturated soil. As with 
any invasive plant, they are likely to sprout in places where existing 
plants have been disturbed by something. All these trees will sprout
back very vigorously from cut stumps and roots left in the soil.

Herbaceous plants

Purple loosestrife is a true wetland-obligate plant that is spreading 
in New Mexico in the same places as, and even among, cattails. It 
requires very wet soil and can tolerate some permanent standing 
water. In these conditions it can spread explosively.

Leafy spurge, perennial pepperweed, thistles, and toadfl axes are 
all plants that require the moisture of riparian areas but do not 
need completely saturated soil, and grow in slightly drier places 
than purple loosestrife. As with all invasive plants, they are especially 
likely to sprout where existing plants have been disturbed.

Don’t handle this plant without 
skin and eye protection! It is 
best not to pull this plant at all, 
because it has an extensive root 
system and will just re-sprout.

Root segments as small as one 
inch are capable of producing 
new shoots.

Blue verbena [6.f ]
Verbena hastata

Purple loosestrife [6.e]
Lythrum salicaria

Be sure not to confuse it with blue (swamp) verbena (Verbena hastata), 
a most desirable native wetland plant.

6. GALLERY OF COMMON INVASIVE PLANTS

Invasive Native

ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6a-SaltCedarSeedlings.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6b-RussianOlive.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6c-SiberianElm.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6d-TreeOfHeaven.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/3c+6e-PurpleLoosestrife.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6f-BlueVerbena.JPG
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6g-LeafySpurge.jpg
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6h-PerennialPepperweed.jpg
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Canada thistle [6.i]
Cirsium arvense

Canada thistle [6.k]
(sprout)

Musk thistle [6.j]
Carduus nutans

Russian knapweed [6.p]
Acroptilon repens

Russian knapweed [6.q] 
Acroptilon repens

Bull thistle [6.l]
Cirsium vulgare

Cheatgrass [6.o]
Bromus tectorum

Dalmatian toadfl ax [6.m]
Linaria dalmatica

Spotted knapweed [6.r]
Centaurea stoebe

Spotted knapweed  [6.t]
Centaurea stoebe

Purple starthistle [6.s]
Centaurea calcitrapa

Yellow starthistle [6.u]
Centaurea solstitialis

Yellow toadfl ax [6.n]
Linaria vulgaris

Russian knapweed is one of the most diffi  cult invasives to control. 
Pulling and cutting alone are ineff ective, because its main mode of 
reproduction is sprouting from buds on its creeping root system, 
which will seek moisture as deep as 75 feet. Seek professional help 
to control this increasingly common invasive weed. 

Cheatgrass, along with the knapweeds and starthistles, require the 
least water of any of the invasive plants shown here, and may occur 
farther from streams and open water. In fact, they are often found 
in rangelands far from anything riparian. Nonetheless, they thrive 
in moist riparian areas and are a rapidly increasing threat there. 

Herbaceous plants (cont.)

� is annual grass mainly reproduces 
by seed and can be controlled by 
mowing before seed production. 

ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/WPS/Wetlands/HealthyStreamsideWetlands/Images/6i-CanadaThistle.jpg
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