New Mexico Underground Storage Tank Bureau

Guidelines for Corrective Action

INTRODUCTION


Contamination from leaking Underground Storage Tank (UST) systems has been found at over 2300 sites in New Mexico. The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and tank owners and operators have the responsibility to see that public health, safety and welfare, and the environment are protected from the adverse effects of these sites.

The purpose of the Guidelines for Corrective Action is to set forth procedures and provide details for meeting the requirements of the corrective action regulations for USTs.  The Environmental Improvement Board has adopted 20 NMAC 5.12 addressing corrective action for petroleum releases and 20 NMAC 5.13 addressing corrective action for hazardous substance releases. 

For nearly a decade the UST Bureau has provided written guidance on the procedures for sampling and disposal of ground water and soil, which has been well received and well followed. It has helped clarify for tank owners, their consultants, and bureau technical staff the procedures and available tools that work best to accomplish the required tasks.  As new sampling or analytical methods were developed or questions arose, the bureau was able to revise the guidance document to provide prompt and current information.

The bureau has now expanded its guidance to all areas of corrective action. The soil and water sampling and disposal guidance is included as a chapter, and additional chapters have been added which address new requirements of the corrective action regulations.  Most notably, the guidance includes a chapter outlining procedures for performing the risk-based evaluations now required at petroleum release sites.  New worksheets and reporting formats are included to ensure that reports are complete, concise, consistent, and easy to prepare and review.

The disciplines and tools used in evaluating sites and assessing risk are part of an ever-changing industry.  The New Mexico Risk Based Decision Making (NMRBDM) process contains many procedures not widely used before in New Mexico.  By presenting the specific procedures for evaluating sites in a guidance document, the bureau can readily make improvements and corrections that will benefit all and streamline the implementation of the new regulations.

This guidance contains the basic tools for meeting the requirements of the corrective action regulations.  The bureau will revise or add chapters as needed.  This edition and future updates to the guidance will be approved in writing by the Secretary of the Environment Department before distribution.  Public comment is always welcome and will be sought for each substantive update.  Updates will be publicly announced and distributed through the department's home page on the world wide web
 as well as through offices of the bureau.
The NMRBDM process includes an expanded site characterization, a risk assessment, and a risk management procedure.  Under the old regulations, one set of target levels applied to all sites. The revised regulations include generic receptor and land-use specific target levels (tier 1 target levels) and provide the tank owner the flexibility to establish site-specific cleanup target levels for soil.  These target levels were developed within the statutory framework of the Water Quality Act and its regulations. For groundwater, the revised regulations include the Water Quality Control Commission’s (WQCC's) provision for variances approving alternative abatement standards.

In 1990 the legislature created the Corrective Action Fund to help pay for the cost of cleaning releases from underground storage tanks.  Experience has shown there are not enough dollars to fund the old approach to managing leak sites. The department will not allow cost considerations to compromise public health, safety and welfare, or the environment, but it has reorganized the corrective action process to promote cost-effective cleanups which are equally protective at all sites. Under the old regulations, corrective action was delayed at some high-priority sites by spending unnecessarily at other low priority sites. The NMRBDM approach will enable the department to focus remediation efforts and resources in proportion to the site-specific risk.

It is anticipated that this approach to management of petroleum release sites will maximize the use of public and private resources and continue to protect public health, safety and welfare, and the environment for both the present and foreseeable future.

� The Environment Department's URL is � HYPERLINK http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us ��http://www�.nmenv.state.nm.us
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