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New interactive map shows methane emissions from oil and gas industry 
 

SANTA FE — The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) today launched a new interactive online map 
focused on methane emissions from the oil and gas industry. 
 
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas with a global warming potential of more than 84 times that of carbon 
dioxide, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. After carbon dioxide, methane is the most 
prevalent greenhouse gas emitted in the U.S. from human activities. Nearly one-third of those emissions come 
from oil production and the production, transmission and distribution of natural gas. 
 
“NMED is offering this innovative mapping tool for the public and stakeholders to better understand the impacts 
of oil and natural gas on New Mexico’s air quality,” said Environment Department Secretary James Kenney. “As 
we add data to the map, it will also become apparent which oil and gas producers are going above and beyond to 
reduce methane emissions and which are falling behind.” 
 
Represented on the map are the 4,000 oil and gas facilities – including oil and gas wells and tank batteries – 
regulated by NMED’s Air Quality Bureau. Methane emission estimates were calculated using reported volatile 
organic compound (VOC) emission rates. Other sources, such as pipelines, compressor stations and gas plants will 
be added to the methane map over time and as data sets become available.  
 
In addition to emitting methane, oil and natural gas facilities also emit VOCs and hazardous air pollutants (HAPs). 
Emissions of VOCs and HAPs are regulated by the state and reductions in these pollutants can also reduce 
methane emissions. NMED inspection data and concluded enforcement actions will be added to the map over 
time.  
 
NMED’s methane map will assist in tracking progress toward meeting the objectives of Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham’s executive order addressing climate change and energy waste prevention. This executive order calls for 
the development of a statewide, enforceable regulatory framework to ensure methane reductions from the oil 
and natural gas industry. 
 
The map is accessible through NMED’s homepage and https://gis.web.env.nm.gov/oem/?map=methane. 
 
 

### 

The Environment Department’s mission 
is to protect and restore the 

environment and to foster a healthy 
and prosperous New Mexico for 
present and future generations. 

https://www.env.nm.gov/
https://gis.web.env.nm.gov/oem/?map=methane


NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, as required by 
applicable laws and regulations.  NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination 
requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Amendments of 1972.  If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: 

Kristine Yurdin, Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050 
P.O. Box 5469 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
(505) 827-2855 
nd.coordinator@state.nm.us 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
identified above. 
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