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Gold King Mine wastewater treatment facility fails  
Communities along San Juan, Animas rivers advised to take precautions  

 
Santa Fe — The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) was notified this afternoon by the State of Utah 
that the Gladstone wastewater treatment facility, which treats drainage from Gold King Mine, failed on March 14 
due to loss of power. 
 
Because of heavy snowfall in the area, the treatment facility is currently inaccessible.  
 
Wastewater from the mine is currently bypassing the facility at a rate between 250 to 300 gallons per minute, 
according to estimates from Utah and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
 
The U.S. Geological Survey is mobilizing a sampling team that will collect water and sediment samples at multiple 
points in New Mexico along the Animas and San Juan rivers. 
 
Affected communities have been notified of the failure of the treatment facility and have been advised to take 
protective measures, such as shutting off intake points for drinking water systems. Residents relying on the San 
Juan and Animas rivers for potable or agricultural purposes should take appropriate precautions.     
 
NMED will provide additional information through its website and Twitter feed as it becomes available.  

### 
NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, as required by 
applicable laws and regulations.  NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination 
requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Amendments of 1972.  If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: 

Kristine Yurdin, Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050 
P.O. Box 5469 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
(505) 827-2855 
nd.coordinator@state.nm.us 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
identified above. 

### 

The Environment Department’s mission 
is to protect and restore the 

environment and to foster a healthy 
and prosperous New Mexico for 
present and future generations. 
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