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Environment Department monitoring effects of Colorado mine spill  

 
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) was notified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) earlier today of a mine release into the Animas River north of Silverton, Colo. 
 
Discharges observed yesterday from the Silver Wing Mine in southern Colorado caused discoloration of the 
Animas River. NMED is closely monitoring real-time data from the river in Colorado and New Mexico, which do 
not currently indicate any evidence of water quality impacts that could affect human health and the environment. 
 
EPA has not issued notice to close municipal drinking water supplies that use the Animas River, but the cities of 
Farmington and Aztec and Lower Valley Water Users Association have shut off water intakes to municipal drinking 
supplies in an abundance of caution.  
 
NMED will provide additional information through its website and social media as it becomes available.  

### 
NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, as required by 
applicable laws and regulations.  NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination 
requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Amendments of 1972.  If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: 

Kristine Yurdin, Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050 
P.O. Box 5469 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
(505) 827-2855 
nd.coordinator@state.nm.us 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
identified above. 

### 

The Environment Department’s mission 
is to protect and restore the 

environment and to foster a healthy 
and prosperous New Mexico for 
present and future generations. 
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