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Lujan Grisham administration condemns federal rollbacks of
methane regulations

SANTA FE — Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency formally announced it has
rescinded methane emissions regulations over the oil and gas industry.

“It is utterly disheartening and sadly unsurprising to hear once again that critical environmental
regulations are being rolled back by the Trump administration, leaving states to fend for
themselves,” said Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham. “COVID-19 continues to pose dire public health
risks, and we cannot afford to see additional public health crises brought on by declining air
guality and rising temperatures. New Mexico is well on the way to putting in place our own robust
and innovative regulations to curb methane emissions in the oil and gas industry, which will yield
improved air quality and fewer climate change-inducing emissions. We will continue to do
everything in our power to fight climate change and environmental degradation despite the
Trumpadministration’s backward approach.”

“Without a national approach to controlling oil and gas emissions, ozone levels will rise and
climate change will advance,” said Environment Department Cabinet Secretary James Kenney.
“These rollbacks make it even more essential that our regulations secure greater emission
reductions from the oil and gas sector.”

“New Mexico is unwavering in its commitment to developing nation-leading rules to regulate
methane waste and tackle climate change head on,” said Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources
Department Cabinet Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst. “States are stepping up where the federal
government is backing down, and we will continue to do so.”
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NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, as required by
applicable laws and regulations. NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination
requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title I1X of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you may contact:



Kristine Yurdin, Non-Discrimination Coordinator

New Mexico Environment Department

1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050

P.O. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502

(505) 827-2855

nd.coordinator @state.nm.us

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator
identified above.
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