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New Mexico official testifies before U.S. Senate on devastating
conseguences new rule will have on nation’s, New Mexico’s water

SANTA FE —On Wednesday, Rebecca Roose, Water Protection Division Director of the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED), testified before the United States Senate Committee on Environment
and Public Worksonthe new Navigable Waters Protection Rule as part of a national discussion on the
effects of the rule on the nation’s waters.

Therule redefines “Watersofthe U.S.” (WOTUS), which are surface waters that receive protections
under the federal Clean Water Act. The new rule, which went into effecton June 22, narrows the
definition of WOTUS by excluding certain waterswithout a scientific justification. NMED estimates that
nearly 90% of New Mexico’s riversand streams and a significant portion of wetlands may no longer
benefitfromfederal protections. Without a state regulatory programin place to close the gap, these
waters and the communities that rely on them are vulnerable to increased pollution and declining water
quality.

“l am grateful for the opportunity to testify before the U.S. Senate on thiscritical matter,” Roose said.
“Acrossthe country, people are taking notice that New Mexico is one of the most negatively impacted
stateswhen it comesto this federal environmental program rollback. The Environment Department will
continue to fight for policiesand protections that ensure a clean water supply for drinking water,
agriculture, recreationand wildlife.”

Roose’stestimony, as prepared, is available here. A recording of the hearing is posted here.
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NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, as
required by applicable laws and regulations. NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-
discrimination requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Actof 1964, asamended; Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Actof 1973; the Age Discrimination Actof 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs,
policiesor procedures, you may contact:

Kristine Yurdin, Non-Discrimination Coordinator | NMED [1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050 | P.O. Box 5469 | Santa Fe, NM 87502
(505) 827-2855 or nd.coordinator@state.nm.us

If you believe thatyou have been discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination
Coordinator.
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https://www.env.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-16-Rebecca-Roose-testimony.pdf
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/9/stakeholder-reactions-the-navigable-waters-protection-rule-under-the-clean-water-act
mailto:nd.coordinator@state.nm.us

