






metered separately from fresh water used beneficially toward a water right. The activities that the 

Office of the State Engineer has engaged in related to produced water include: 

• Attending meetings and symposia regarding produced water to field and answer questions

relating to the use of produced water and how we distinguish use by disposal from beneficial

use, which the New Mexico State Constitution defines as the limit and measure of a water right.

• Participating in the Consortium's Government Advisory Board.

• Encouraging oil and gas producers to replace the use of fresh water with produced water in

their processes.

• Investigating the use of treated produced water for such purposes as Compact deliveries, crop

irrigation, municipal water supply, and aquifer storage and recovery.

EMNRD, NMED, and OSE are actively engaged in collaboration to oversee responsible and sustainable 

produced water management strategies in New Mexico. Although budgetary and staffing challenges in 

all the agencies impact meaningful advancement of produced water rulemaking, implementation, and 

enforcement, over the past three years, the state has fostered significant progress in reducing the use of 

potable water in the oil and gas industry and advancing sound reuse research and policy. Cutting-edge 

research is underway through the Consortium, a public-private partnership, to fill science gaps related 

to produced water composition, treatment effectiveness, and protection of human health and the 

environment associated with reuse outside of the oil and gas sector. NM ED will look to the results of the 

Consortium's research to develop strong, science-based proposed regulations to provide for the 

treatment and reuse of produced water outside oil and gas where feasible and economical. 

Looking forward, our agencies expect to see greater reuse of produced water generated in New Mexico. 

It is our focus to increase sustainable water resources as our region experiences more water scarcity due 

to climate change, improve management of water resources, and protect public health and the 

environment from contamination associated with produced water storage, transportation, treatment, 

disposal, and reuse. 

For further information related to each agency's implementation of the Produced Water Act, please 

contact Michael Bowers, NMED Collaboration Coordinator, at michael.bowers2@state.nm.us, Adrienne 

Sandoval, OCD Director, at Adrienne.Sandoval@state.nm.us, or Jerri Pohl, OSE Statewide Programs 

Manager, at jerri.pohl@state.nm.us. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Cottrell Propst 

Cabinet Secretary, EMNRD 

Rebecca Roose (for J. 

Kenney) 

OigitaUysigned byRebeccaRoo�e 
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James C. Kenney 

Cabinet Secretary, NMED 

Cc: Honorable Senator George Munoz, LFC Vice Chair 

David Abbey, LFC Director 

Rebecca Roose, NMED Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

John Rhoderick, NMED Water Protection Division, Acting Director 

Adrienne Sandoval, EMNRD Oil Conservation Division, Director 

Dan Arvizu, Chancellor of New Mexico State University 
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Mike A. Hamman, P.E. 

State Engineer, OSE 


