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EPA Announces $26 Million in Funding for New Mexico Water 
Infrastructure Improvements 

Funding supports drinking water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure 

 
SANTA FE — Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced more than $26 
million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding to the New Mexico Environment Department 
(NMED) and the New Mexico Finance Authority for water infrastructure improvements.  
  
At an event this morning in Santa Fe, EPA Regional Administrator Dr. Earthea Nance presented a 
ceremonial check to NMED Secretary James Kenney, who accepted on behalf of Governor Michelle Lujan 
Grisham. In the afternoon, officials from EPA and the state of New Mexico toured a municipal water 
facility in Dixon, an example of the type of facility that would benefit from increased funding from BIL.    
 
New Mexico is the first state in Region 6 to receive these grant awards from EPA. The grants mark the 
first significant distribution of water infrastructure funds following the passage of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The BIL allocates more than $50 billion toward 
repairing the nation’s essential water infrastructure, in turn helping communities access clean, safe, and 
reliable drinking water, prevent flooding, collect and treat wastewater to protect public health, and 
safeguard vital waterways.   
 
“Water is an essential right for all individuals and is critical for community growth,” said Regional 
Administrator Dr. Earthea Nance. “Through this funding, and working with state partners, EPA 
continues to make significant clean water advancements for communities in New Mexico. EPA remains 
committed to modernizing water infrastructure to improve public health and the environment.”   
 
“We worked diligently to ensure that New Mexico quickly received our share of infrastructure funding so 
that we can begin to put it to use as soon as possible,” said Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham. “The 
people of New Mexico will have more access to quality drinking water and healthy watersheds thanks to 
our successful efforts to leverage these unprecedented federal investments. I thank the members of New 
Mexico’s congressional delegation for their work to deliver this important funding for our state.”  
 
“We are proud to be an early recipient of this funding and are eager to put it to use to ensure that New 
Mexicans across our state have access to resilient stormwater and wastewater infrastructure and safe, 
clean, reliable drinking water,” said New Mexico Environment Cabinet Secretary James 
Kenney. “The funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provides an infusion of new resources in 
critical areas of need for our communities.”   
 

The Environment Department’s mission 

is to protect and restore the 
environment and to foster a healthy 

and prosperous New Mexico for 
present and future generations. 



 “Every home should have access to safe and clean water," said Senator Luján. “I’m pleased to celebrate 
this grant from the EPA that will fund improvements to New Mexican acequias, water quality, and 
waterways infrastructure. This is one step towards ensuring clean and safe water is accessible to all.”  
 
“I’m proud the historic investments we secured in the Infrastructure Law continue delivering on the 
promise to improve and rebuild our state’s infrastructure,” said Senator Heinrich. “In the face of 
severe drought and the ever-growing impacts of the climate crisis, it is critical that we have strong 
drinking and wastewater infrastructure moving forward. This funding helps our state achieve that goal.” 
 
“The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is delivering for New Mexico. While we know that water is life—far 
too many of our communities are struggling to meet their basic water needs. Today’s announcement that 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law will send over $26.7 million for critical water infrastructure projects is 
a crucial step in addressing our state’s water security needs,” said Rep. Stansbury. “This funding will 
help rebuild our infrastructure, create meaningful jobs, and improve the quality of life in our 
communities for generations to come.” 
 
“Today’s announcement of $25 million in funding for clean and drinking water infrastructure will drive 
further growth in our communities and improve quality of life,” said Rep. Leger Fernández. “Our 
gente deserve reliable access to clean drinking water, no matter where they live or what background they 
come from. I will keep advocating for these critical projects in our New Mexico communities.” 
 
The New Mexico Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) capitalization grant is awarded to the 
New Mexico Finance Authority in the amount of $17,992,00 for the drinking water program, which they 
jointly administer with NMED. The DWSRF is a financial assistance program to help water systems and 
states to achieve the health protection objectives of the Safe Drinking Water Act. The focus of this 
program is to improve drinking water treatment, fix aging water distribution system, improve sources of 
water supply and replace or repair water storage tanks.   
  
The New Mexico Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) capitalization grant is awarded to NMED 
in the amount of $8,738,000. The CWSRF is a financial assistance program to provide loans to eligible 
recipients to construct municipal wastewater facilities, control nonpoint sources of pollution, build 
decentralized wastewater systems, create green infrastructure projects, and fund other water quality 
projects. Nearly half of the grant will focus on assisting disadvantaged communities across the state.     
 
BIL water infrastructure capitalization grants will continue to be awarded over the course of the next four 
years. As grants are awarded, New Mexico’s state revolving fund programs can begin to distribute the 
funds as grants and loans to communities across the state. Municipalities, counties, water and sanitation 
districts, pueblos and tribes, and private entities are eligible for funding through the New Mexico Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund. Visit NMED’s Funding Opportunities webpage to learn more about the 
program. Community water systems and nonprofit non-community water systems are eligible to apply 
for funding from the New Mexico Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. Visit the site above and the New 
Mexico Finance Authority’s website to learn more about the program. 
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NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities, 

as required by applicable laws and regulations.  NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of in quiries concerning 
non-discrimination requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as ame nded; Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination 
programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: Kathryn Becker, Non-Discrimination Coordinator | NMED |1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite 
N4050 | P.O. Box 5469 | Santa Fe, NM 87502 or (505) 827-2855 or nd.coordinator@state.nm.us. If you believe that you have been 
discriminated against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator. 
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