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NMED bolsters public comment protections
Change comes amid recent fraudulent submissions

SANTA FE — The New Mexico Environment Department this week implemented a key change
to its public comment portal to protect members of the public from any fraudulent use of their
name in support or opposition of NMED actions.

Starting today, anyone who submits a public comment with an email address will receive an
automated confirmation email acknowledging that NMED received the comment. The email
then gives recipients the opportunity to confirm their comment or notify the Department if they
did not submit or authorize the comment.

NMED implemented the change after complaints that comments had been submitted without
the knowledge or consent of the people identified as the commenters during the public hearing
determination process for Yucca Growth Infrastructure, LLC’s air quality permit application,
otherwise known as Project Jupiter. The affected individuals included public officials.

The new process will allow individuals to quickly identify and report potentially fraudulent
comments while preserving a simple and accessible process for legitimate public participation.

To date, individuals have notified NMED that approximately 42 of the more than 17,500
comments submitted through the Department’s public comment portal on the Yucca Growth
Infrastructure air permit application may have been fraudulent.

Under NMED’s new process, the individuals associated with those comments would have
received immediate confirmation emails and could have promptly notified NMED that they did
not authorize the submissions.

NMED provided the New Mexico Department of Justice with information from its public
comment portal to support the investigation into individuals or organizations that may have
misused the public comment process for Yucca Growth Infrastructure’s air quality permit.


https://nmed.commentinput.com/comment/landingPage?lang=EN

Depending on the investigation’s findings, NMED may pursue appropriate civil or criminal
action against those responsible.

###

NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its programs or activities,
as required by applicable laws and regulations. NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning
non-discrimination requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination
programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: Kate Cardenas, Non-Discrimination Coordinator | NMED [1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050
| P.O. Box 5469 | Santa Fe, NM 87502 or (505) 827-2855 or nd.coordinator@env.nm.gov. If you believe that you have been discriminated
against with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator.
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