STATE OF NEwW MEXICO

Environment Department

SUSANA MARTINEZ, GOVERNOR

Butch Tongate, Cabinet Secretary
J.C. Borrego, Deputy Secretary

N E W S R E I_ E A S E The Environment Department’s mission
, is to protect and restore the

For Immediate Release environment and to foster a healthy

February 21' 2016 and prosperous New Mexico for

present and future generations.

Contact: Allison Scott Majure, Communications Director
New Mexico Environment Department
505.231.8800 | Allison.majure@state.nm.us

New Mexico State Senate Unanimously Confirms Butch Tongate as
Secretary of New Mexico Environment Department

Santa Fe, NM — Yesterday, Secretary Designate Butch Tongate was confirmed unanimously by the Senate as
Secretary of the New Mexico Environment Department. Tongate, who has worked at the Environment
Department since 1993, was appointed Deputy Secretary in 2011.

“I’'m proud to have Butch lead this department, which is so important to present and future generations of New
Mexicans,” Governor Susana Martinez said. “As a 23-year veteran of the Environment Department and an integral
part of our team since the beginning of the Administration, Secretary Tongate knows what it takes to protect New
Mexico’s environment in a consistent, balanced and responsible way.”

Secretary Tongate took over leadership of the Environment Department following the recent resignation of
former Secretary Ryan Flynn. This transition comes on the heels of the Administration negotiating the largest
settlement in the history of the U.S. between a state and the Department of Energy, holding the EPA accountable
for the Gold King Mine spill, and taking action on the Kirtland Air Force Base fuel spill.

“Using sound science and a balanced, stable approach to environmental policy serves New Mexico best. The work
we do in the Environment Department affects every resident of the state every day,” said Secretary Butch
Tongate. “Whether we’re providing oversight of drinking water systems, regulating air emissions, ensuring safe
and healthy workplaces, or inspecting restaurants, our employees know that their efforts have a significant impact
on protecting New Mexico’s citizens and our environment. | look forward to continuing to work with Governor
Martinez to fulfill that mission.”
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