NEW MEXICO
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

Hazardous Waste Bureau

2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1

SUSANA MARTINEZ : Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 DAVE MARTIN
Governor Secretary
, : Phone (505) 476-6000 Fax (505) 476-6030-
JOHN A. SANCHEZ WWW.nmenv.state.nm.us BUTCH TONGATE
Lieutenant Governor - Deputy Secretary

January 31,2012

RE: SPECIFIC RESPONSE TO COMMENTS, CLASS 2 MODIFICATION REQUEST
WIPP HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY PERMIT
EPA I.D. NUMBER NM4890139088

Dear Commenter:

On January 31, 2012, the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) took final
administrative action on a Class 2 permit modification request (PMR) to the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant (WIPP) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit. The Department of Energy Carlsbad Field
Office and Washington TRU Solutions LLC (the Permittees) submitted this PMR to the
Hazardous Waste Bureau on October 3, 2011 seeking to update ventilation language, to add the
use of shielded containers, and revise the groundwater detection monitoring plan.

NMED approved the ventilation modifications and groundwater modifications of this PMR with
changes and for the reasons specified in the attached response to comments. NMED denied the
shielded container portion of the PMR. NMED was unable to approve the shielded container
modification “with changes” as allowed under 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR
§270.42(b)(6)(1)(A)) because none of the commenters, including the Permittees, proposed
sufficiently detailed changes to rectify the technical inadequacies identified. Furthermore,
NMED was unable to reclassify this modification request to follow the procedures for Class 3
modifications specified in 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR §270.42(b)(6)(1)(C))
because the request was not approvable as submitted.

This Class 2 PMR was evaluated and processed in accordance with the requirements specified in
20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR §270.42(b)). It was subject to a 60-day public
comment period running from October 7, 2011 through December 5, 2011, during which NMED
received written specific comments from eighty individuals and organizations. You are receiving
this mailing because you provided public comment on this modification. The enclosed
attachment incorporates NMED’s specific response to all comments. Further information on this
administrative action may be found on the NMED WIPP Information Page at
<http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/wipp/>.
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NMED appreciates your participation by submitting comments on these permit modification
requests. Please contact Trais Kliphuis at (505) 476-6051 or via e-mail at
<trais.kliphuis@state.nm.us> if you have further questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

N L,J )

hn E. Kieling
Acting Bureau Chief
Hazardous Waste Bureau

Attachment

cc: Trais Kliphuis, HWB
Laurie King, EPA Region 6
Edward Ziemianski, DOE/CBFO
M. Farok Sharif, Washington TRU Solutions LLC
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