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Presentation outline 

 Mission of the Operating Permit Program

 Sources of Air Pollution

 Operating Permit Program

 Tribal Minor NSR on the Navajo Nation 



Our Mission

To protect and 
enhance the 
health and 

livelihood of 
Navajo people 

To protect and 
preserve the 

natural beauty 
and 

environment on 
the Navajo 

Nation

To ensure the 
air emissions 

from the 
industries 

operating on the 
Navajo Nation 
are regulated 



Overview

 Navajo Nation Air Quality Control Program
◦ Monitors ambient air quality

◦ Open Burn Regulations

 Navajo Nation Operating Permit Program
◦ Issues Title V permits to major sources on the 
Navajo Nation



Sources of Air Pollution



Clean Air Act 
Amendments 1990

Title I 

Air Pollution 
and Control

Title II

Emission 
Standards for 

Moving 
Sources

Title III

General

Title IV

Acid 
Deposition 

Control

Title V

Permits

Title VI

Stratospheric 
Ozone 

Protection

Clean Air Act, USC Title 42 Chapter 85



Issuance 
of Title V 
Permits

Complianc
e and 

Enforceme
nt

Address 
Title V 
Citizen 

Complaints

Establish 
and 

Maintain 
an 

Emissions 
Inventory

Study new 
proposed 
federal 

regulations 
to enhance 
and amend 
the Navajo 

Air 
Pollution 
Control 

and 
Prevention 

Act

Outreach 
and 

Education 
Activities

Program Responsibilities



Tribal Minor New 
Source Review



Minor New Source Review Rule in 
Indian County  

 Applies to new and modified small 
facilities or

 minor modification at large facilities that 
have the potential to emit more equal 
to or more than the minor NSR 
threshold but less than the major NSR 
thresholds 



The registration of Existing 
Sources 

 How did we contact minor sources that 
needed to register?
◦ Developed a Information Collection Form
◦ Identified the most common sources on the 
Navajo Nation and easiest to register (Gas 
Stations)

◦ Broke down the registration calculators to 
develop questionnaire sheets 

◦ Worked with the NN Economic Development 
Office to obtain a listing of business

◦ Navajo Nation Phone Book 



T-NSR sources 

Identified sources that needed to be 
contacted based on the listing below  

Gas Stations Dry Cleaning Operations

Auto Body Shops Sawmills

Land Fill Operations Hot mix Asphalt Plants

Concrete Batch Plants Printing Operations

Rock Crushing and Stone 
Processing 

Surface Coating Operating

Degreasers/Solvents/Cleaners Industrials Boilers

Stationary Internal
Combustion Engines









Important questions to help determine PTE



Gas Stations





Industrial Boilers & Stationary 
internal combustion engines 

 Generators 
◦ 2 stroke or 4 stroke

◦ Type of fuel used? 
 Lean burn or rich burn

◦ Emergency use or 
routine? 

◦ Horse Power 
 How much fuel used 

(gal/hr)? 

◦ Hours of operation for 
2012

◦ # of engines 

 Boilers
◦ Capacity (MMBtu)

◦ Fuel type

◦ Fuel usage 

◦ How much fuel 
consumed in 2012



T-NSR – Navajo Nation 

 How are we currently working to contact 
sources? 
◦ Environmental Review (new sources)
◦ Working with other NN programs (Storage Tank 

Program)
◦ General outreach  

 Has there been a T-NSR Permit issued on the 
Navajo Nation?
◦ Minor New Source Review Permit Navajo Generating 

Station Installation of a refined coal treatment 
system

◦ Fisher Sand & Gravel (First T-NSR Permit) Grey 
Mesa Gravel Pit (Newcomb, NM)



General Permits and Permits By 
Rule 

 Hot Mix Asphalt Plants 

 Stone Quarry, Crushing and Screening 
Facilities

 Gasoline Dispensing Facilities 

 Petroleum Dry Cleaning Facilities 

 Auto Body Repair and Miscellaneous 
Surface Coating Operations 



Proposed FIP Oil and Natural Gas 
Production Industry

 Navajo Nation plans on commenting on 
the proposed FIP for new sources and the 
Navajo Nation will also be requesting 
information regarding regulating existing 
sources 

 EPA is proposing to amend NSPS for the 
oil and gas sector by setting standards for 
both methane and VOC 
◦ The NN is supportive of this rule because of the 
methane issue in the FC area



Moving Forward 

 Continue to work with EPA to address 
minor sources on the NN 
◦ Participate in calls

◦ host the permit files at the OPP office 

 Develop a system to track minor sources 
on the NN that have permits 

 Navajo Nation plans to obtain a Part 70 
permitting program where we would 
directly regulate these sources 



Thank you!

Operating Permit Program 

Tennille Begay 

Sr. Environmental Specialist 

928-729-4248

tbbegay@navajo-nsn.gov
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