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April 10, 2019
Subject: Taos Gravel Products, GCP3 4509RE02, Portable Facility Relocation

Dear Interested Person or Party:

Thank you for submitting comments regarding the relocation notification for the Taos Gravel Products (TGP) GCP3-4509 portable asphalt facility relocation notice. Your comments are important to us and will be included as part of the public record.

We are posting the TGP relocation public notice notification, the equipment list, required attachments, layout map, location map, the GCP-3 permit, and this letter on our website at the following link (URL):

https://www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/permit-applications-with-public-interest-public-meeting-or-public-hearing/
Taos Gravel Products submitted a relocation notification to the Air Quality Bureau (AQB) of the New Mexico Environment Department yesterday (April 9, 2019). Thus, the regulatory deadline for our response is April 24, 2019. Public comments on the relocation request are due by 5 p.m. April 24. The original permit was issued August 5, 2011.  This is the second relocation of this facility.

The AQB appreciates the comments and concerns received from the community and has placed these emails, letters, and phone calls in the public record. It is our mission to protect the health of New Mexico citizens by protecting the air we all breath. We do so by ensuring pollutants emitted by industrial facilities do not cause concentrations in the ambient air (our public air) to be above the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) as established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The NMED Air Quality Bureau is responsible for implementing and enforcing the air quality requirements of the federal Clean Air Act in New Mexico. Our regulatory authority comes from the state's Environmental Improvement Act, Air Quality Control Act, and our State Air Quality Regulations, which have been approved by EPA. As such, our regulatory actions must be consistent with these statutes and regulations. 
An air quality permit is required to be obtained by any person constructing a stationary source with a potential emission rate greater than 10 pounds per hour or 25 tons per year of any regulated air contaminant for which there is a National or New Mexico Ambient Air Quality Standard. The Department has issued general construction permits (GCP) for certain types of facilities that have similar equipment, air emissions, and applicable requirements. The regulatory authority to issue GCPs is found in  20.2.72.220 of the New Mexico Administrative Code (NMCC). GCPs contain federally enforceable conditions including emission controls, monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting requirements to ensure the facility will meet the emission limitations of the GCP air quality permit. Taos Gravel Products was issued a GCP-3 (#4509) for Hot Mix Asphalt Plants in 2011.

Should this relocation be approved, this facility will be subject several operational limitations while it is located at the proposed site:

1.   This facility will only be allowed to operate from April 2019 until December 31, 2019, at this location;

2.  This facility’s permitted production limit is 600 tons per hour (tph). The production at this location, however, will be limited to 250 tph;

3.   This facility may only operate during daylight hours;

4.  It is unlikely this facility will operate 12 hours per day for 7 days per week. This is a permitted maximum operating schedule. Operating at the maximum allowed schedule is not typical for most projects;
5.  Rock crushing operations will cease prior to the startup of the asphalt plant and cannot resume until after the asphalt plant ceases operations at this location; and
6.  The facility will be required to apply base course (a mixture of sand and gravel) to the haul roads and water these roads to minimize dust emissions.
I have spoken to Joel Perovich, the owner of Taos Gravel Products and the president of the Associated General Contractors Association. He stated:
1.  This operation is estimated not to exceed 25-days running (estimated length of the project);
2.  This is for the NMDOT Hwy 68 Project;
3.  The asphalt plant is set up at the gravel pit but not operating until we approve the notice;
4.  The project will run consistently from 7 a.m.-5 p.m., 5 days per week, but definitely NOT Saturday and Sunday due to overtime costs;
Per 20.2.72.220.C(2) NMAC, the Air Quality Bureau must either issue or deny the request to relocate within 15 days of receipt of the application. The basis for denying a relocation notification can be found in the GCP-3 permit on Page 7. The GCP-3 permit can be found at the above link. Based on our preliminary review of the relocation notification, the applicant will meet the requirements for relocation.  

The public notice posting relocation notice contains the maximum amount of emissions that are allowed to be emitted under the GCP-3 permit. This facility will actually emit fewer pollutants than are listed in the relocation notice. 
The Air Quality Bureau does not have regulatory authority to deny this relocation notification due to the following issues and concerns received from concerned citizens to date. These issues may be regulated pursuant to local ordinances:  

1.   Noxious odor unrelated to the GCP-3;

2.   Sources of construction noise;

3.   Vehicular traffic and potential impacts to roadways;

4.   Dust and particulate matter not associated with the asphalt production equipment;

5.  There are no requirements to provide an environmental assessment of potential health impacts from commercial operations at this asphalt facility;

6.   Inappropriate land uses within the general geographic area;

7.   Forcing this operation to locate elsewhere, and

8.  Storm water detention, soil contamination, and potential pollutant discharges into the Rio Grande River.

Please contact the Bureau with any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Denise Huff

NM Environment Department

Air Quality Bureau – Technical Services

525 Camino de los Marquez, Suite 1

Santa Fe, NM  87505-1816

Office: (505) 476-4321

Email: denise.huff@state.nm.us
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